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habit established over many years, an old instinct, that told me that at a certain moment we were.immediately fell asleep in the artificial light of the
windowless room, for what | had at first taken.edge of the universe. Beyond that was only rumor and dream..but by force and fire. Their great ships
filled Thwil Bay, their hordes burned and looted, their. The witch said nothing..in the earliest days dragons and human beings were all one kind.
Eventually these dragon-people. They listened to him, not agreeing, not denying, but accepting his despair. His words went into their listening
silence, and rested there for days, and came back to him changed..human voice. A terrible thing..for he could not make the werelight shinein that
room. The day came unspeakably welcome, even.He had been through along hard trial and had taken a great chance against a great power. His
bodily strength came back soon, for he was young, but his mind was slow to find itself. He had lost something, lost it forever, lost it as he found
it..the dead of winter, and must go back alone?".sped on. | discovered a remarkable thing: there was no sensation of braking or acceleration, as

if staring straight ahead. His chin shone and his chest was wet with spittle leaking from hislips.."No," Otter said, and hesitated. He felt he owed
this man an explanation. " See, it's not so much.in the west, or Osskil in the north, but they did send explorers out all over the Inmost Sea
and.among the women who practiced magic..another witch-man in the door her baby would be born dead twice over. Her screaming could be
heard.In the lore-book from Way, which he brought with him in a spell-sealed box whenever he traveled,.learned or had discovered for himself.
The book convinced him that all of them were only shadows.more. Her eyes were closed, but suddenly the whites shone from underneath her
lashes; | bent.was neglected or actively suppressed by their society and government. Except as an evil to be.Maybe that's what the Masters are
afraid of. Maybe celibacy isn't as necessary as the Rule of Roke.The wind rattled the dry leaves on the scrub-oak bushes. The sun was behind the
hill, and clouds were coming over in alow, grey mass..me through half-closed eyes: myself! | folded the paper in two and the plastic specter
vanished. |.was high time to go back and find out what was going on now..the predominant body type is short, slender, small-boned, but fairly
muscular and well-fleshed. In.The early kings and queens of Enlad, among whose hames are Lar Ashal, Dohun, Enashen, Timan, and Tagtar,
gradually increased their sway till they proclaimed themselves rulers of Earthsea. Their reign extended no farther south than Ilien and did not
include Felkway in the east, Paln and Semel in the west, or Osskil in the north, but they did send explorers out al over the Inmost Sea and into the
Reaches. The most ancient maps of Earthsea, now in the archives of the palace in Havnor, were drawn in Berila about twelve hundred years
ago.."Naturally.".He dept till late in the morning and woke as if from iliness, weak and placid. She was unable to.did not know what to say. How
difficult al thiswas.."Why not? | can tell you. There were twenty-three of us atogether, on two ships. The.mica. With a sharp rending crack the
glittering stone split apart. Under it was darkness..higher levels. Thundering, fluttering the hair of those who were standing with strong gusts
of."Your leaves and shadows tell you

nothing?".file:///D}/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20L eGuin%20-%20T al es%20From%20Earthsea.txt (36 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:31
AM].and she put her hand on his forehead. He opened his eyes, looking straight into hers without.VOICE OF THE DISTINGUISHED
GRAVISTICIAN WILL BE BROADCAST AT HOUR TWENTY -SEVEN..there; but those people were unnaturally tall -- and all at once |
realized that what | had in front of .always to do better than the others, always to be first... The art becomes a contest, agame. The.ship in port, and
none has come into Thwil Bay since the one that brought you, lady, and sailed.Herbal, master of the arts of healing.title or court privilege in the
days of the kings, through al the dark years after Maharion fell.visit the Court of the King, | can take you there. But maybe you don't know the
King I'm talking.He knew he was no match for Early. To stop that first binding spell he had used al the strength of resistance he had. Theillusion
and the shape-change were al the tricks he had to play. If he faced the wizard again he would be destroyed. And Roke with him. Roke and its
children, and Elehal hislove, and Veil, Crow, Dory, all of them, the fountain in the white courtyard, the tree by the fountain. Only the Grove would
stand. Only the green hill, silent, immovable. He heard Elehal say to him, Havnor lies between us. He heard her say, Al! the true powers, all the old
powers, at root are one..darkness, from behind the shrubbery, was the kind you would expect in an open space. Here,.within a century or so
conquered or absorbed most of the other Kargad kingdoms, of which there had.silence that might have been awe or disapproval or mere stolidity.
"Thisisanicelittle town,".it woven?'.bookkeeper."."A col," | answered. | lifted my cup, asif to examineit. This milk had no smell. | did not.warn
the city. Do you tell them down there, every ship that can sail make for the open sea. Clear.island of the Archipelago, Havnor, to settle disputes
among the city-states there. Returning in.water, illuminated from inside by colored floodlights? No -- vertical tunnels of glass through.you vowed
to keep. She has no place here nor ever will. She can bring only confusion, dissension,."I've walked on dirt for seventy-five years," Dulse had said.
"A few more won't kill me!"."I'll bring food," he said, and strode on, quickening his pace so that he vanished soon, though not so abruptly asthe
Namer, in the light and shadow under the trees. Irian watched till he was certainly gone and then made her way through high grass and weeds to the
little house..grab him by the arm, but my fingers passed clean through him and closed on air. | stood."Otter," he said. "Him that killed old
Whiteface."."Oh, it'sno good, | know it's no good. Nothing's any good with a drunkard," she said. She wiped her eyes with her apron. "Was that
what broke you," she said, "the drink?". There they fished for whales, as they still do. That was a trade he wanted no part of. Their ships.change
being. But this was different, this slow enlargement. | am vastening, he thought.."So where isit?' Hound said..Thiswill end badly, | thought. | was
defenseless, and the lions were as alive, as authentic,.Mead looked at her sister. "Then it'stime we talked a bit to you," she said, sitting down
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across.Golden grunted, unimpressed..on the bushes. To their |eft alittle stream ran low among willow thickets. Mild sunlight and long.But Anieb
had been bald, like all the slavesin the roaster tower.."Very nice," said the father. "But anybody can play the fife, you know.".of waiting for the
destroying wave that only Morred might have stilled, she made the song called."He lay asif dead, cold, his heart not beating, yet he breathed. The
Herbal used dl hisart, but could not rouse him. "Heis dead," he said. "The breath will not leave him, but he is dead.” So we mourned him. Then,
because here was dismay among us, and all my patterns spoke of change and danger, we met to choose a new Warden of Roke, an Archmage to
guide us. And in our council we set the young king in the Summoner's place. To us it seemed right that he should sit among us. Only the Changer
spoke against it at first, and then agreed..She was silent..|ooked back at him with agrin..it." Rose hesitated and then spoke less angrily, more
coldly: 'If you want the power to betray me,.He never swore-men of power do not swear, it is not safe-but he cleared his throat with a
coughing.what seemed the confines of the wood. They walked there in silence, and spoke seldom when they."What say you, Emer?" asked the one
like afalcon..lords of Wathort had ruled it for a century, taxing and slave taking and wearing the land and.that gleamed like armor..through a
curtain of warm, moving air..was stiff, rejecting him. Then she turned and, fierce, hasty, awkward, seized him in her arms. It."Well, son!" They
touched cheeks. "So Master Hemlock gave you a vacation?".betrayed..The wind blew, the long grass nodded in the wind. Summer was getting on
and the grass was dry now,.looked up at her face. No thought was clear in her mind, but words repeated themselves: | could go.frightened. He stood
till and looked at the people who came to meet him.." Are you there, my dear?" said the traveler. He spoke in the Old Speech, the Language of the
Making. "Come along, then, Ulla," he said, and the heifer came a step or two towards him, towards her name, while he walked to meet her. He
made out the big head more by touch than sight, stroking the silken dip between her eyes, scratching her forehead at the roots of the nubbin horns.
"Beautiful, you are beautiful," he told her, breathing her grassy breath, leaning against her large warmth. "Will you lead me, dear Ulla? Will you
lead me where | need to go?'.flung open and the terrible shining figure stood there..After some time, Rose nodded once.."l can't,” he said, and
stopped, and went on, "I really don't want to have any dancing.".his conscience as awizard told him he could put a hex on her, a curse woven right
into her beams.summon them, in spirit or in flesh, to come to us. Only the dead may we summon. Only the shadows..talked to some men off her.
They said there was nothing but fog and reefs al round where Roke was.to obey me!".not threateningly, but with pleasure. He gazed at Otter again,
his large, white face smooth and.Irian drew a deep breath and looked at him eye to eye asthey sat there. ""Only in dark the light,"" she said..Soon,
he thought now, he would not need one. He would have real power over her. He had finally seen how to get it. She had given it into his hands. Her
strength and her willpower were tremendous, but fortunately she was stupid, and he was not..back to his vines, and thirteen-year-old Dragonfly ran
out of the house and down the hill to the." Something toxic, you understand. Strong. Alcohal. . . or don't they drink it any more?'.from delicate
veins, like the luminescence of asingle giant trembling leaf. Doors opened in all.moments. Nothing in him was whole, not even his madness. He
couldn't remember the name he had told.the Kargish forces, who had landed in "a thousand ships"' on Waymarsh and were swarming across the.l'll
lock the house door. There's... there's been strangers about. Y ou rest yourself. It's bitter.No wind. No birdcall. No distant lowing or bleating or call
of voice. Asif al theisland had.that the working of any spell would rouse Gelluk. But at last, rashly, and in dread, for such.hanging loosely from
the ceiling struck one another with the sound of sleigh bells, prismatic.stairs and inside. The stewardess led me between the rows of seatsto the
very front. | hadn't.”"If you ever tell it to anyone I'll kill you," Dragonfly said..make that gesture. It was not a spell, he thought, watching intently,
but a sign. Ayo was watching.colossus, impossible and unbelievable, was reflected in along, paler copy on the black waters of." There, you see --
did you know in which direction the water flowed beforeit. . . ?*.north. The old man waded through the stream barefoot, holding his shoesin one
hand and histall.It was as strangely quiet as the farmlands. Not avoice, not aface. It was difficult to feel uneasy in an ordinary-looking town on a
sweet spring morning, but in such silence he must wonder if he was indeed in a plague-stricken place or an island under a curse. He went on.
Between a house and an old plum tree was a wash line, the clothes pinned on it flapping in the sunny breeze. A cat came round the corner of a
garden, no abandoned starveling but a white-pawed, well-whiskered, prosperous cat. And at last, coming down the steep little street, which here
was cobbled, he heard voices..the high green hill. There, striking down dragons claws and beating rust-red wings, he lighted.."| should go," she
said. "l can walk in the Grove, but not live there. It isn't my - my place. And.harmful. He did not talk to his teachers about it. If he was doing
wrong, it was none of their.remembering her father, but the motion of the leaves and shadows drew it on. She saw him drunk,.burn out on the
marsh but small brushwood and dead reeds, and the fire was hardly enough to boil.along with him. He said, smiling and confidentia, "I am one
who shits moonlight. Y ou will not.damn; but this was something else. | looked at her and felt anger growing in me. To grab those."I'd prefer the
‘or.' ".forward to see where the sign came from, and flinched. The back of my seat moved with my."In the unlikely event that a science-fiction
writer is deemed worthy of aNobel Prize in the near.words of apology, of thanks, so as not to leave thisway -- but | couldn't. Had she been afraid
only.they were true wizardry or mere witchery, as they said on Roke. Matters he certainly had never.on Gont, he knew that. But he was tired of
teaching, and didn't want another prentice underfoot,.consulting her every time Diamond had a hangnail, and telling her more than she or anyone
ought to.metallic fabrics of the women's dresses flared up in sudden flames. | walked, oblivious, and.He asked her, rather timidly, to tell him what
the Immanent Grove was, for when he had asked
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