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These kings and queens had some knowledge of the Old Speech and of magery. Some of them were."This is a great thing," I muttered. After a

moment, I added, "But it would have been.glass, and inside the semitransparent material swarms of fireflies circulated freely, sometimes."That girl

you liked, witch's Rose, she's tuning about with Labby, I hear. No doubt they'll come.expression. "Emer," he said, and closed his eyes again.."She

walked with the dead, sometimes," Ayo said very low. "In the forest, down towards Faliern. She knew the old powers, those my grandmother told

me of, the powers of the earth. They were strong there, she said.".across the glade..was half the cheese money, but they would have the luxury of a

cabin, for Sea Otter was a decked,.undressing, then I was on watch duty. "Olaf!" I wanted to say, and sat up suddenly..went down to the dogs and

the horses and the cattle, and swore to them that she would be loyal to.the land altered with time and chance..and soul: the fire, a greater fire than

that, the flight, the flight burning -.take to their boats; then, the poem says, "She took her small harp in her hands," and in the hour.She had planted

a young rowan from the Grove beside the fountain. They came to be sure it was thriving. The spring wind blew strong, seaward, off Roke Knoll,

blowing the water of the fountain astray. Up on the slope of the Knoll they could see a little group of people: a circle of young students learning

how to do tricks of illusion from the sorcerer Hega of O; Master Hand, they called him. The sparkweed, past flowering, cast its ashes on the wind.

There were streaks of grey in Ember's hair..study with him because it might be dangerous not to. Oh," and Diamond beat his head with his.His

mother tried to explain. "It's as if you'd found some great jewel," she said, "and what's one.or hints of a greater mastery. As one true element

controlled all substances, one true knowledge.IV. Medra.He looked up into the darkness. After a while he moved his good hand a little, and the

faint light flowed out of it.."Nonsense! Not history!" said the old Namer. "The first Archmage came centuries after the last.King!".the sidewalk;

somewhat farther along stood flat black machines, crowded together; a man came.center of pilgrimage from the earliest recorded times, and the

kings of Atuan and later of Hupun.He got up in the icy morning while they still slept rolled in their blankets. He knew where the cattle were

nearby, and went to them. The sickness was very familiar to him now. He felt it in his hands as a burning, and a queasiness if it was much

advanced. Approaching one steer that was lying down, he found himself dizzy and retching. He came no closer, but said words that might ease the

dying, and went on..know about Golden's household. His business was none of the witch's business. On the other hand,.Otter's breath was coming

hard. Hound put his hand on Otter's hand for a moment, said, "Don't worry," and got to his feet. "Rest easy," he said..put her face in her hands..the

winter, see, we'll know your cures all took, that they're sound, like. Not that I doubt it,.They let him walk among them, wild as they were and

having had nothing from men's hands but.on, I'll show you. Dog can't track till he's had the scent.".Diamond thought his father meant the business

-- the loggers, the sawyers, the sawmill, the chestnut groves, the pickers, the carters, the carts -- all that work and talk and planning, complicated,

adult matters. He never felt that it had much to do with him, so how was he to have as much to do with it as his father expected? Maybe he'd find

out when he grew up..was effective. He cast it on her while she was, characteristically, mending a cow's halter. The.He stood tongue-tied. After a

while she looked up at him. "No," she said in a soft, quiet voice,.The Hand, a loose-knit league or community concerned principally with the

understanding and the ethical use and teaching of magic, was established by men and women on Roke Island about a hundred and fifty years after

Maharion's death. Perceiving the Hand as a threat to their hegemony, the mage-warlords of Wathort raided Roke, and killed almost all the grown

men of the island. But the Hand had already stretched out to other islands all around the Inmost Sea. As the Women of the Hand, the community

survived for centuries, maintaining a tenuous but vigorous network of information, communication, protection, and teaching..untruthful realms of

Once-upon-a-time are as much a part of human history and thought as the."The wizards off on the wrong track, as usual," he said at last. "Said

you'd gone to Roke Island and he'd catch you there. I said nothing.".leaving Nais, I had not encountered a single passer-by. The escalator was very

long. A wide street."Anyone can make a fist and show a palm," said the tall woman, pleasantly. "But not everyone can.will see to your first

expenses.".file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (107 of 111) [2/5/2004

12:33:32 AM].keep from falling. At the brink of the water he stood still. He stooped to rub his ankle. He."I am Anieb," she whispered..Mage Ath.

Long ago. Before he went into the west. All my foremothers were wise women. He stayed.island of the Archipelago, Havnor, to settle disputes

among the city-states there. Returning in.people, Ogion shut himself into a room in the signal tower of the Port, locked the door, for."Who doesn't?

I like the cheese making. There's an interest to it. And I'm strong. All I fear is getting old, when I can't lift the buckets and the molds." She showed

him her round, muscular arm, making a fist and smiling. "Pretty good for fifty years old!" she said. It was silly to boast, but she was proud of her

strong arms, her energy and skill..There's an old pallet in the woodhouse. Air it. Don't bring mice in with it." And he stalked off."Forgive me for

talking about you before your face, young woman," he said, "but I must. Master.YORK TIMES. And FANTASY & SCIENCE FICTION writes,

"One of the world's finest."I won't go," he said. "Anywhere. Ever.".him home. A wise man, said Otter's mother Rose, surely a wise man. Nothing

was too good for such a.all, a love story can happen at any time, anywhere. "On the High Marsh" is a story from the

brief.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (84 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:31

AM].foot of the hill he came into a lane. It led him through farmlands that looked well kept, though.foreleg. Her hands came away covered with

blood-streaked horse sweat. "There, there," she said..with women. As I walked by I put my hand, without thinking, into the jet of an

illuminated.They sat unspeaking. The crisis passed. Heleth relaxed a little and even smiled. "Very old stuff," he said, "what I'll be doing. I wish
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now I'd thought about it more. Passed it on to you. But it seemed a bit crude. Heavy-handed ... She didn't say where she'd learned it. Here, of course

... There are different kinds of knowledge, after all.".is light brown to white, with hair dark to fair, and eyes dark to blue or grey..He went on

showing his wares and joking with the women and children. Nobody bought anything. They gazed at the trinkets as if they were treasures. He let

them gaze and finger all they would; indeed he let one of the children filch a little mirror of polished brass, seeing it vanish under the ragged shirt

and saying nothing. At last he said he must go on, and the children drifted away as he folded up his pack..on thinking the ordinary thoughts of life,

while the rest of it made preparations for terror and.before the staggers begin. And those not struck yet, he says he can keep it off em. So the."Of all

the innocence," Gift said, hissing the word. "He'll skin you." She dumped a kettleful of steaming water into the bath. "He has ivory," she said. "Tell

him ivory it has to be. Out there ten days starving in the cold to cure his beasts! San's got nothing but copper, but Alder can pay you in ivory. I'm

sorry if I'm meddling in your business. Sir." She flung out the door with two buckets, going to the pump. She would not use the stream water for

anything at all, these days. She was wise, and kind. Why had he lived so long among those who were not kind?."No, no, no. Sul can handle it. Stay

home and have your party. You've been working hard. We'll hire a band. Who's the best in the country? Tarry and his lot?"."Not for the same

reasons as you," she said, "but I still want to. And we came all this way. And.should take.."What do you mean, what of it? Was there. . . no brit?".It

was as strangely quiet as the farmlands. Not a voice, not a face. It was difficult to feel."You're welcome," she said, and hoisted whatever it was into

a massive pottery bowl, and wiped her.speakers (like most Hardic speakers) do not realise that their languages have a common ancestry..It was

mere cowardice to keep from Havnor, now-fear for his skin, fear lest he find his people had.staring straight ahead. His chin shone and his chest was

wet with spittle leaking from his lips.."Yes," I said and felt jittery, as if my words would have God knows what consequence. "I.step, wiped them

dry with the rag that hung on the handle of the pot, picked up the eggs, stood up.who shall know surely?."No. Nor dragons,".Indeed Otter was

unsure whether the wizard meant the pirate or the quicksilver, but he risked a.close in mind and could touch him if she reached out. But at night she

knew only his blank."Tell us who you are," the white-haired man said, courteously enough, but without greeting or welcome. "Tell us how you

came here.".He hard-boiled the three new eggs and one already in the larder and put them into a pouch along.storms, the evil weather of those

years, drove their ship back to Ingat three times, and Medra.mouthful. "Being a wizard, going to Roke, all that, it never seemed real, not exactly.

And with.Peace. He did go into death with the young king, and defeat the spider mage, and come back. We.House. When they came there, it was

late afternoon. He went down to the stream and drank from it.you safe. To keep you with the mule-breeders, and the nut-pickers, and these." She

struck the.system in the Archipelago, which stems from the Havnorian Tale, makes the year Morred took the.lengthened a day by five hours,

though he could not, as he had sworn to do, stop the sun at noon.sap, then sap," piped the shortest, who had a potbelly. On his head he wore a tall

cap..He told her, as well as he could. "We were strangers. Yet she gave me her name," he said. "And I gave her mine." He spoke haltingly, with

long pauses. "It was I that walked with the wizard, compelled by him, but she was with me, and she was free. And so together we could turn his

power against him, so that he destroyed himself." He thought tor a long time, and said, "She gave me her power.".in our trade it's a lucky man who

finds someone to talk to. Keep that in mind. If you're lucky,.towns full of thieves. Maybe he thought, at first, that on Pendor he had found Morred's

Isle, for.Suddenly she looked at me, her cheeks darkened, it was a blush.."If I did, it would be up to you all to approve or disapprove," said

he..where Otter had taken Licky the first day he was there. It was late autumn now. The shrubs and."Oh no, that's vision. . .".www.harcourt.com

"Darkrose and Diamond" first appeared in The Magazine of Fantasy and Science.see people afraid of him, hear their terror, smell it, taste it. But

since he ruled in Losen's."Which level?".looked up at her face. No thought was clear in her mind, but words repeated themselves: I could

go.address:."Set a price?" he flashed out. Then he remembered who he was not, and spoke humbly. "No. I
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