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MOTHER EARTH A SENTIMENTAL COMEDY
? ? ? ? ? a. The First Old Man's Story iv.Now the lodging in question adjoined the king's house, and whilst the merchant was rejoicing in this and
saying, 'Verily, my luck hath returned and I shall live in this king's shadow the rest of my life,' he espied an opening walled up with stones and clay.
So he pulled out the stones and clearing away the earth from the opening, found that it was a window giving upon the lodging of the king's women.
When he saw this, he was affrighted and rising in haste, fetched clay and stopped it up again. But one of the eunuchs saw him and misdoubting of
him, repaired to the Sultan and told him of this. So he came and seeing the stones pulled out, was wroth with the merchant and said to him, 'Is this
my recompense from thee, that thou seekest to violate my harem?' And he bade pluck out his eyes. So they did as he commanded and the merchant
took his eyes in his hand and said, 'How long [wilt thou afflict me], O star of ill-omen? First my wealth and now my life!' And he bewailed himself,
saying, 'Endeavour profiteth me nought against evil fortune. The Compassionate aided me not and endeavour was useless.'.The king gave him
money and men and troops galore and Bekhtzeman said in himself, 'Now am I fortified with this army and needs must I conquer my enemy
therewith and overcome him;' but he said not, 'With the aid of God the Most High.' So his enemy met him and overcame him again and he was
defeated and put to the rout and fled at a venture. His troops were dispersed from him and his money lost and the enemy followed after him. So he
sought the sea and passing over to the other side, saw a great city and therein a mighty citadel. He asked the name of the city and to whom it
belonged and they said to him, 'It belongeth to Khedidan the king.' So he fared on till he came to the king's palace aud concealing his condition,
passed himself off for a horseman (120) and sought service with King Khedidan, who attached him to his household and entreated him with
honour; but his heart still clave to his country and his home..? ? ? ? ? w. The Fox and the Folk (235) M.Then said the Khalif to her, "I lie and my
eunuch lieth, and thou liest and thy waiting-woman lieth; so methinks we were best go, all four of us together, that we may see which of us telleth
the truth." Quoth Mesrour, "Come, let us go, that I may put this ill-omened old woman to shame (37) and deal her a sound drubbing for her lying."
And she answered him, saying, "O dotard, is thy wit like unto my wit? Indeed, thy wit is as the hen's wit." Mesrour was incensed at her words and
would have laid violent hands on her, but the Lady Zubeideh warded him off from her and said to him, "Her sooth-fastness will presently be
distinguished from thy sooth-fastness and her leasing from thy leasing.".? ? ? ? ? Then spare me, by Him who vouchsafed thee the kingship; For a
gift in this world is the regal estate..Meanwhile, Aboulhusn abode in the Khalifate, taking and giving, ordering and forbidding and giving effect to
his word, till the end of the day, when he gave [those who were present] leave and permission [to withdraw], and the Amirs and officers of state
departed to their occasions. Then the eunuchs came to him and calling down on him length of life and continuance [of glory and prosperity],
walked in attendance upon him and raised the curtain, and he entered the pavilion of the harem, where he found candles lighted and lamps burning
and singing-women smiting [on instruments of music]. When he saw this, he was confounded in his wit and said in himself, "By Allah, I am in
truth Commander of the Faithful!" As soon as he appeared, the slave-girls rose to him and carrying him up on to the estrade, (30) brought him a
great table, spread with the richest meats. So he ate thereof with all his might, till he had gotten his fill, when he called one of the slave-girls and
said to her, "What is thy name?" "My name is Miskeh," replied she, and he said to another, "What is thy name?" Quoth she, "My name is Terkeh."
Then said he to a third, "What is thy name?" "My name is Tuhfeh," answered she; and he went on to question the damsels of their names, one after
another, [till he had made the round of them all], when he rose from that place and removed to the wine-chamber..On this wise he continued to do
for the space of a whole year, till, one day, as he sat on the bridge, according to his custom, expecting who should come to him, so he might take
him and pass the night with him, behold, [up came] the Khalif and Mesrour, the swordsman of his vengeance, disguised [in merchants' habits] as of
their wont. So he looked at them and rising up, for that he knew them not, said to them, "What say ye? Will you go with me to my dwelling-place,
so ye may eat what is ready and drink what is at hand, to wit, bread baked in the platter (8) and meat cooked and wine clarified?" The Khalif
refused this, but he conjured him and said to him, "God on thee, O my lord, go with me, for thou art my guest this night, and disappoint not my
expectation concerning thee!" And he ceased not to press him till he consented to him; whereat Aboulhusn rejoiced and going on before him, gave
not over talking with him till they came to his [house and he carried the Khalif into the] saloon. Er Reshid entered and made his servant abide at the
door; and as soon as he was seated, Aboulhusn brought him somewhat to eat; so he ate, and Aboulhusn ate with him, so eating might be pleasant to
him. Then he removed the tray and they washed their hands and the Khalif sat down again; whereupon Aboulhusn set on the drinking vessels and
seating himself by his side, fell to filling and giving him to drink and entertaining him with discourse..? ? ? ? ? b. The Falcon and the Birds
clii.Thereupon the king went in to his mother and questioned her of his father, and she told him that me king her husband was weak; (211)
'wherefore,' quoth she, 'I feared for the kingdom, lest it pass away, after his death; so I took to my bed a young man, a baker, and conceived by him
[and bore a son]; and the kingship came into the hand of my son, to wit, thyself.' So the king returned to the old man and said to him, 'I am indeed
the son of a baker; so do thou expound to me the means whereby thou knewest me for this.' Quoth the other, 'I knew that, hadst thou been a king's
son, thou wouldst have given largesse of things of price, such as rubies [and the like]; and wert thou the son of a Cadi, thou hadst given largesse of
a dirhem or two dirhems, and wert thou the son of a merchant, thou hadst given wealth galore. But I saw that thou guerdonest me not but with
cakes of bread [and other victual], wherefore I knew that thou wast the son of a baker.' Quoth the king, 'Thou hast hit the mark.' And he gave him
wealth galore and advanced him to high estate.".So she donned a devotee's habit and betaking herself to the goldsmith, said to him, 'To whom
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belongeth the bracelet that is in the king's hand?' Quoth he, 'It belongeth to a man, a stranger, who hath bought him a slave-girl from this city and
lodgeth with her in such a place.' So the old woman repaired to the young man's house and knocked at the door. The damsel opened to her and
seeing her clad in devotee's apparel, (184) saluted her and said to her, ' Belike thou hast an occasion with us?' 'Yes,' answered the old woman; 'I
desire privacy and ablution.' (185) Quoth the girl, 'Enter.' So she entered and did her occasion and made the ablution and prayed. Then she brought
out a rosary and began to tell her beads thereon, and the damsel said to her, 'Whence comest thou, O pilgrim?' (186) Quoth she '[I come] from
[visiting] the Idol (187) of the Absent in such a church. (188) There standeth up no woman [to prayer] before him, who hath an absent friend and
discovereth to him her need, but he acquainteth her with her case and giveth her tidings of her absent one.' 'O pilgrim,' said the damsel, 'we have an
absent one, and my lord's heart cleaveth to him and I desire to go to the idol and question him of him.' Quoth the old woman, '[Wait] till to-morrow
and ask leave of thy husband, and I will come to thee and go with thee in weal.'.Then came her brother to him and said, "O Firouz, an thou wilt not
acquaint me with the reason of thine anger against thy wife, come and plead with us before the king." Quoth he, "If ye will have me plead with you,
I will do so." So they went to the king and found the cadi sitting with him; whereupon quoth the damsel's brother, "God assist our lord the cadi! I
let this man on hire a high-walled garden, with a well in good case and trees laden with fruit; but he beat down its walls and ruined its well and ate
its fruits, and now he desireth to return it to me." The cadi turned to Firouz and said to him, "What sayst thou, O youth?" And he answered,
"Indeed, I delivered him the garden in the goodliest of case." So the cadi said to the brother, "Hath he delivered thee the garden, as he saith?" And
the other replied, "No; but I desire to question him of the reason of his returning it." Quoth the cadi, "What sayst thou, O youth?" And Firouz
answered, "I returned it in my own despite, for that I entered it one day and saw the track of the lion; wherefore I feared lest, if I entered it again,
the lion should devour me. So that which I did, I did of reverence to him and for fear of him.".Sons, Story of King Suleiman Shah and his, i.
150..Then he called Sitt el Milah and said to her, "The house [wherein thou lodgest] and that which is therein Is a guerdon [from me] to thy lord. So
do thou take him and depart with him in the safeguard of God the Most High; but absent not yourselves from our presence." [So she went forth
with Noureddin and] when she came to the house, she found that the Commander of the Faithful had sent them gifts galore and abundance of good
things. As for Noureddin, he sent for his father and mother and appointed him agents and factors in the city of Damascus, to take the rent of the
houses and gardens and khans and baths; and they occupied themselves with collecting that which accrued to him and sending it to him every year.
Meanwhile, his father and mother came to him, with that which they had of monies and treasures and merchandise, and foregathering with their
son, saw that he was become of the chief officers of the Commander of the Faithful and of the number of his session-mates and entertainers,
wherefore they rejoiced in reunion with him and he also rejoiced in them..So Abdulmelik went away to his house, whither he found that the money
had foregone him, and on the morrow Jaafer presented himself before the Khalif and acquainted him with what had passed and that he had
appointed Abdulmelik's son governor of Egypt and had promised him his daughter in marriage. Er Reshid approved of this and confirmed the
appointment and the marriage. [Then he sent for the young man] and he went not forth of the palace of the Khalif till he wrote him the patent [of
investiture with the government] of Egypt; and he let bring the Cadis and the witnesses and drew up the contract of marriage..? ? ? ? ? Pardon of
God for everything I crave, except thy love, For on the day of meeting Him, that will my good deed be..? ? ? ? ? She hath an eye, whose glances
pierce the hearts of all mankind, Nor can cornelian with her cheeks for ruddiness compare..Certain husbandmen once made complaint to David (on
whom be peace!) against certain owners of sheep, whose flocks had fallen upon their crops by night and devoured them, and he bade value the
crops [and that the shepherds should make good the amount]. But Solomon (on whom be peace!) rose and said, "Nay, but let the sheep be delivered
to the husbandmen, so they may take their milk and wool, till they have repaid themselves the value of their crops; then let the sheep return to their
owners." So David withdrew his own ordinance and caused execute that of Solomon; yet was David no oppressor; but Solomon's judgment was
more pertinent and he showed himself therein better versed in jurisprudence.' (245).Next morning, he again took up the bier and went round with it
as before, in quest of alms. Presently, the master of police, who was of those who had given alms on account of the supposed dead man on the
previous day, met him; so he was angered and fell on the porters and beat them and took the [supposed] dead body, saying, 'I will bury him and
earn the reward [of God].' (35) So his men took him up and carrying him to the prefecture, fetched grave-diggers, who dug him a grave. Then they
bought him a shroud and perfumes (36) and fetched an old man of the quarter, to wash him. So he recited over him [the appointed prayers and
portions of the Koran] and laying him on the bench, washed him and shrouded him. After he had shrouded him, he voided; (37) so he renewed the
washing and went away to make his ablutions, (38) whilst all the folk departed, likewise, to make the [obligatory] ablution, previously to the
funeral..? ? ? ? ? All through the day its light and when the night grows dark, My grief forsakes me not, no, nor my heavy cheer..Fourteenth
Officer's Story, The, ii. 183..When the king returned from his journey, he questioned his vizier of the affairs of his kingdom and the latter
answered, 'All is well, O king, save a vile matter, which I have discovered here and wherewith I am ashamed to confront the king; but, if I hold my
peace thereof, I fear lest other than I discover it and I [be deemed to] have played traitor to the king in the matter of my [duty of] loyal warning and
my trust.' Quoth Dabdin, 'Speak, for thou art none other than a truth-teller, a trusty one, a loyal counsellor in that which thou sayest, undistrusted in
aught.' And the vizier said, 'O king, this woman to whose love thy heart cleaveth and of whose piety thou talkest and her fasting and praying, I will
make plain to thee that this is craft and guile.' At this, the king was troubled and said, 'What is to do?' 'Know,' answered the vizier, 'that some days
after thy departure, one came to me and said to me, "Come, O vizier, and look." So I went to the door of the [queen's] sleeping-chamber and beheld
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her sitting with Aboulkhair, her father's servant, whom she favoureth, and she did with him what she did, and this is the manner of that which I saw
and heard.'.? ? ? ? ? I am filled full of longing pain and memory and dole, That from the wasted body's wounds distract the anguished
soul..Accordingly, the servant carried this message to the lieutenant of police, who was standing at the assessor's door, and he said, "This is
reasonable." Then said [the assessor] to the servant, "Harkye, O eunuch! Go and fetch us such an one the notary;" for that he was his friend [and it
was he whose name he had forged as the drawer-up of the contract]. So the lieutenant of police sent after him and fetched him to the assessor, who,
when he saw him, said to him, "Get thee to such an one, her with whom thou marriedst me, and cry out upon her, and when she cometh to thee,
demand of her the contract and take it from her and bring it to us." And he signed to him, as who should say, "Bear me out in the lie and screen me,
for that she is a strange woman and I am in fear of the lieutenant of police who standeth at the door; and we beseech God the Most High to screen
us and you from the trouble of this world. Amen.".? ? ? ? ? b. The Controller's Story xxvii.She abode awaiting him thus till the end of the month,
but discovered no tidings of him neither happened upon aught of his trace; wherefore she was troubled with an exceeding perturbation and
despatching her servants hither and thither in quest of him, abode in the sorest that might be of grief and concern. When it was the beginning of the
new month, she arose in the morning and bidding cry him throughout the city, sat to receive visits of condolence, nor was there any in the city but
betook himself to her, to condole with her; and they were all concerned for her, nothing doubting but she was a man..? ? ? ? ? My body is dissolved
with sufferance in vain; Relenting, ay, and grace I hoped should yet betide;.Then said Shehrzad, "They avouch, O king, (but God [alone] knowest
the secret things,) that.91. The Loves of Abou Isa and Curret el Ain dclxxviii.FIROUZ AND HIS WIFE (175).Temam (Abou), Story of Ilan Shah
and, i. 126..There was once, of old days and in bygone ages and times, a king of the kings of the time, by name Shah Bekht, who had troops and
servants and guards galore and a vizier called Er Rehwan, who was wise, understanding, a man of good counsel and a cheerful acceptor of the
commandments of God the Most High, to whom belong might and majesty. The king committed to him the affairs of his kingdom and his subjects
and said according to his word, and on this wise he abode a long space of time..THE MERCHANT OF CAIRO AND THE FAVOURITE OF THE
KHALIF EL MAMOUN EL HAKIM BI AMRILLAH. (180).? ? ? ? ? Th' Amir (quoth it) am I whose charms are still desired; Absent or present,
all in loving me consent..Meanwhile, Isfehend the Vizier wrote a letter and despatched it to all the Amirs, acquainting them with that which had
betided him with King Azadbekht and how he had taken his daughter by force and adding, "And indeed he will do with you more than he hath done
with me." When the letter reached the chiefs [of the people and troops], they all assembled together to Isfehend and said to him, "What is to do with
him?" (96) So he discovered to them the affair of his daughter and they all agreed, of one accord, that they should endeavour for the slaughter of
the king and taking horse with their troops, set out, intending for him. Azadbekht knew not [of their design] till the noise [of the invasion] beset his
capital city, when he said to his wife Behrjaur, "How shall we do?" And she answered, saying, "Thou knowest best and I am at thy commandment."
So he let bring two swift horses and bestrode one himself, whilst his wife mounted the other. Then they took what they might of gold and went
forth, fleeing, in the night, to the desert of Kerman; what while Isfehend entered the city and made himself king..? ? ? ? ? O morn, our loves that
sunder'st, a sweet and easeful life Thou dost for me prohibit, with thy regard austere..So he went round about, as the druggist bade him, till the sun
grew hot, but found none drinking. Then he entered a by-street, that he might rest himself, and seeing there a handsome and lofty house, stood in its
shade and fell to observing the goodliness of its ordinance. As he was thus engaged, behold, a window opened and there appeared thereat a face, as
it were the moon. Quoth she, (193) 'What aileth thee to stand there? Dost thou want aught?' And he answered, 'I am a stranger,' and acquainted her
with his case; whereupon quoth she, 'What sayst thou to meat and drink and the enjoyment of a fair-face[d one] and getting thee what thou mayst
spend?' 'O my lady,' answered he, 'this is my desire and that in quest whereof I am going about.'.ABDALLAH BEN NAFI AND THE KING'S
SON OF CASHGHAR. (157).? ? ? ? ? Raiment of silk and sendal, too, he brought to us for gift, And me in marriage sought therewith; yet, all his
pains despite,.? ? ? ? ? But when ye saw my writ, the standard ye o'erthrew Of faith, your favours grudged and aught of grace denied..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ?
? ? ab. Story of the King's Son and the Ogress xv.The Third Night of the Month.The absent ones' harbinger came us unto, iii. 153.."O Shehrzad,"
quoth Shehriyar, "finish unto us the story that thy friend told thee, for that it resembleth the story of a king whom I knew; but fain would I hear that
which betided the people of this city and what they said of the affair of the king, so I may return from that wherein I was." "With all my heart,"
answered Shehrzad. "Know, O august king and lord of just judgment and praiseworthy excellence and exceeding prowess, that, when the folk heard
that the king had put away from him his custom and returned from that which had been his wont, they rejoiced in this with an exceeding joy and
offered up prayers for him. Then they talked with one another of the cause of the slaughter of the girls, and the wise said, 'They (162) are not all
alike, nor are the fingers of the hand alike.'".At this the accursed Iblis was moved to delight and put his finger to his arse, whilst Meimoun danced
and said, 'O Tuhfet es Sudour, soften the mode; (201) for, as delight, entereth into my heart, it bewildereth my vital spirits.' So she took the lute and
changing the mode, played a third air; then she returned to the first and sang the following verses:.So saying, he spat in her face and went out from
her; whilst Shah Khatoun made him no answer, knowing that, if she spoke at that time, he would not credit her speech. Then she humbled herself in
supplication to God the Most High and said, 'O God the Great, Thou knowest the hidden things and the outward parts and the inward' If an
advanced term (137) be [appointed] to me, let it not be deferred, and if a deferred one, let it not be advanced!' On this wise she passed some days,
whilst the king fell into perplexity and forswore meat and drink and sleep and abode knowing not what he should do and saying [in himself], 'If I
kill the eunuch and the youth, my soul will not be solaced, for they are not to blame, seeing that she sent to fetch him, and my heart will not suffer
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me to slay them all three. But I will not be hasty in putting them to death, for that I fear repentance.' Then he left them, so he might look into the
affair..Now there remained one after her; so we took her and drowned her and the eunuchs went away, whilst we dropped down the river with the
boat till we came to the mouth of the canal, where I saw my mistress awaiting me. So we took her up into the boat and returned to our pavilion on
Er Rauzeh. Then I rewarded the boatman and he took his boat and went away; whereupon quoth she to me, "Thou art indeed a friend in need."
(189) And I abode with her some days; but the shock wrought upon her so that she sickened and fell to wasting away and redoubled in
languishment and weakness till she died. I mourned for her with an exceeding mourning and buried her; after which I removed all that was in the
pavilion to my own house [and abandoned the former]..The master of police held his hand from him, saying, "Belike he is of the kinsmen of the
Commander of the Faithful," and said to the second, "Who art thou?" Quoth he, "I am the son of him whose rank (75) time abaseth not, and if it
descend (76) one day, it will assuredly return [to its former height]; thou seest the folk [crowd] in troops to the light of his fire, some standing
around it and some sitting." So the master of the police refrained from slaying him and said to the third, "Who art thou?" Quoth he, "I am the son of
him who plungeth through the ranks (77) with his might and correcteth (78) them with the sword, (79) so that they stand straight; (80) his feet are
not loosed from the stirrup, (81) whenas the horsemen on the day of battle are weary." So the master of police held his hand from him also, saying,
"Belike, he is the son of a champion of the Arabs.".Thy haters say and those who malice to thee bear, iii. 8..Presently, in came the draper, at the
hour of evening prayer, and sitting down in the place where the old woman had prayed, looked about him and espied the turban. He knew it [for
that which he had that day sold to the young man] and misdoubted of the case, wherefore anger appeared in his face and he was wroth with his wife
and reviled her and abode his day and his night, without speaking to her, what while she knew not the cause of his anger. Then she looked and
seeing the turban-cloth before him and noting the traces of burning thereon, understood that his anger was on account of this and concluded that he
was wroth because it was burnt..? ? ? ? ? How oft I've waked, how many a cup of sorrow have I drained, Watching the stars of night go by, for
sleepless languishment!.Now the king, who had plundered Abou Sabir['s goods] and driven him forth of his village, had an enemy; and the latter
took horse against him and overcame him and captured his [capital] city; wherefore he addressed himself to flight and came to Abou Sabir's city,
craving protection of him and seeking that he should succour him. He knew not that the king of the city was the headman whom he had despoiled;
so he presented himself before him and made complaint to him; but Abou Sabir knew him and said to him, 'This is somewhat of the issue of
patience. God the Most High hath given me power over thee.' Then he bade his guards plunder the [unjust] king and his attendants; so they
plundered them and stripping them of their clothes, put them forth of his country. When Abou Sabir's troops saw this, they marvelled and said,
'What is this deed that the king doth? There cometh a king to him, craving protection, and he despoileth him! This is not of the fashion of kings.'
But they dared not [be]speak [him] of this..Fifteenth Officer's Story, The, ii. 190..With this the Cadi's wrath redoubled and he swore by the most
solemn of oaths that I should go with him and search his house. "By Allah," replied I, "I will not go, except the prefect be with us; for, if he be
present, he and the officers, thou wilt not dare to presume upon me." And the Cadi rose and swore an oath, saying, "By Him who created mankind,
we will not go but with the Amir!" So we repaired to the Cadi's house, accompanied by the prefect, and going up, searched high and low, but found
nothing; whereupon fear gat hold upon me and the prefect turned to me and said, "Out on thee, O ill-omened fellow! Thou puttest us to shame
before the men." And I wept and went round about right and left, with the tears running down my face, till we were about to go forth and drew near
the door of the house. I looked at the place [behind the door] and said, "What is yonder dark place that I see?" And I said to the sergeants, "Lift up
this jar with me." They did as I bade them and I saw somewhat appearing under the jar and said, "Rummage and see what is under it." So they
searched and found a woman's veil and trousers full of blood, which when I beheld, I fell down in a swoon..Meanwhile, he ceased not, he and his
beloved, Queen Mariyeh, in the most delightsome of life and the pleasantest thereof, and he was vouchsafed by her children; and indeed there
befell friendship and love between them and the longer their companionship was prolonged, the more their love waxed, so that they became unable
to endure from each other a single hour, save the time of his going forth to the Divan, when he would return to her in the utterest that might be of
longing. Aud on this wise they abode in all solace and delight of life, till there came to them the Destroyer of Delights and the Sunderer of
Companies. So extolled be the perfection of Him whose kingdom endureth for ever, who is never heedless neither dieth nor sleepeth! This is all
that hath come down to us of their story, and so peace [be on you!].25. Maan ben Zaideh and the Bedouin cclxxi.Now the king's vizier had two
daughters, own sisters, the elder of whom had read books and made herself mistress of [all] sciences and studied the writings of the sages and the
histories of the boon-companions, (160) and she was possessed of abundant wit and knowledge galore and surpassing apprehension. She heard that
which the folk suffered from the king and his despiteous usage of their children; whereupon compassion gat hold upon her for them and jealousy
and she besought God the Most High that He would bring the king to renounce that his heresy, (161) and God answered her prayer. Then she took
counsel with her younger sister and said to her, 'I mean to contrive somewhat for the liberation of the people's children; and it is that I will go up to
the king [and offer myself to him], and when I come to his presence, I will seek thee. When thou comest in to me and the king hath done his
occasion [of me], do thou say to me, 'O my sister, let me hear and let the king hear a story of thy goodly stories, wherewithal we may beguile the
waking hours of our night, till we take leave of each other.' 'It is well,' answered the other. 'Surely this contrivance will deter the king from his
heresy and thou shalt be requited with exceeding favour and abounding recompense in the world to come, for that indeed thou adventurest thyself
and wilt either perish or attain to thy desire.'.21. Omar ben Abdulaziz and the Poets ccccxxxii.The Twelfth Night of the Month..163. Abdallah the
mother-earth-a-sentimental-comedy.pdf
Page 4/10

Mother Earth A Sentimental Comedy

Fisherman and Abdallah the Merman dccccxl.Dethroned King whose Kingdom and Good were restored to him, The, i. 285..? ? ? ? ? d. The Fourth
Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dl.He [seated himself on the divan and] leant upon a cushion, whilst she put out her hand to her veil and did it off.
Then she put off her heavy outer clothes and discovered her charms, whereupon he embraced her and kissed her and swived her; after which they
washed and returned to their place and he said to her, 'Know that I have little knowledge [of what goes on] in my house, for that I trust to my
servant; so arise thou and see what the boy hath made ready in the kitchen.' Accordingly, she arose and going down into the kitchen, saw cooking
pots over the fire, wherein were all manner of dainty meats, and manchet-bread and fresh almond-and-honey cakes. So she set bread on a dish and
ladled out [what she would] from the pots and brought it to him..? ? ? ? ? Who dares with them to cope draws death upon himself; Yea, of the
deadly lance incontinent he's slain..There was once in a city of Khorassan a family of affluence and distinction, and the townsfolk used to envy
them for that which God had vouchsafed them. As time went on, their fortune ceased from them and they passed away, till there remained of them
but one old woman. When she grew feeble and decrepit, the townsfolk succoured her not with aught, but put her forth of the city, saying, 'This old
woman shall not harbour with us, for that we do her kindness and she requiteth us with evil.' So she took shelter in a ruined place and strangers
used to bestow alms upon her, and on this wise she abode a while of time..? ? ? ? ? Had we thy coming known, we would for sacrifice Have poured
thee out heart's blood or blackness of the eyes;.? ? ? ? ? Her eye is sharper than a sword; the soul with ecstasy It takes and longing leaves behind,
that nothing may assain..? ? ? ? ? Fair patience use, for ease still followeth after stress And all things have their time and ordinance no less..? ? ? ? ?
I supplicate Him, who parted us and doomed Our separation, that we may meet again..? ? ? ? ? Thou, thou enjoy'st repose and comfortable sleep,
Nor of the mis'ries reckst by which my heart is wried..Then he could brook this no longer; so he went forth from the dominions of the Commander
of the Faithful, under pretence of visiting certain of his kinsmen, and took with him servant nor companion, neither acquainted any with his intent,
but betook himself to the road and fared on into the desert and the sandwastes, knowing not whither he went. After awhile, he fell in with travellers
intending for the land of Hind [and journeyed with them]. When he came thither, he lighted down [in a city of the cities of the land and took up his
abode] in one of the lodging-places; and there he abode a while of days, tasting not food neither solacing himself with the delight of sleep; nor was
this for lack of dirhems or dinars, but for that his mind was occupied with musing upon [the reverses of] destiny and bemoaning himself for that the
revolving sphere had turned against him and the days had decreed unto him the disfavour of our lord the Imam. (160).A certain assessor was one
day taken with a woman and much people assembled before his house and the lieutenant of police and his men came to him and knocked at the
door. The assessor looked out of window and seeing the folk, said, "What aileth you?" Quoth they, "[Come,] speak with the lieutenant of police
such an one." So he came down and they said to him, "Bring forth the woman that is with thee." Quoth he, "Are ye not ashamed? How shall I bring
forth my wife?" And they said, "Is she thy wife by contract (118) or without contract?" ["By contract,"] answered he, "according to the Book of
God and the Institutes of His Apostle." "Where is the contract?" asked they; and he replied, "Her contract is in her mother's house." Quoth they,
"Arise and come down and show us the contract." And he said to them, "Go from her way, so she may come forth." Now, as soon as he got wind of
the matter, he had written the contract and fashioned it after her fashion, to suit with the case, and written therein the names of certain of his friends
as witnesses and forged the signatures of the drawer and the wife's next friend and made it a contract of marriage with his wife and appointed it for
an excuse. (119) So, when the woman was about to go out from him, he gave her the contract that be had forged, and the Amir sent with her a
servant of his, to bring her to her father. So the servant went with her and when she came to her door, she said to him, "I will not return to the
citation of the Amir; but let the witnesses (120) present themselves and take my contract.".TABLE OF CONTENTS OF THE CALCUTTA
(1839-42).? ? ? ? ? b. Story of the Chief of the Boulac Police cccxliv.? ? ? ? ? Indeed her glance, her sides are soft; but none the less, alas! Her heart
is harder than the rock; there is no mercy there..40. Jaafer ben Yehya and Abdulmelik ben Salih dlxv.When it was eventide, the king summoned the
vizier and bade him tell the [promised] story, "Hearkening and obedience," answered he. "Know, O king, that.? ? ? ? ? b. The Singer and the
Druggist dccclxxxviii.King Dadbin and his Viziers, Story of, i. 104..? ? ? ? ? No rest is there for me, no life wherein I may delight, Nor pleasant
meat nor drink avails to please me, night or day..When they heard me speak in Arabic, one of them came up to me and saluting me [in that
language], questioned me of my case. Quoth I, 'What [manner of men] are ye and what country is this?' 'O my brother,' answered he, 'we are
husbandmen and come to this river, to draw water, wherewithal to water our fields; and whilst we were thus engaged to-day, as of wont, this boat
appeared to us on the surface of the water, issuing from the inward of yonder mountain. So we came to it and finding thee asleep therein, moored it
to the shore, against thou shouldst awake. Acquaint us, therefore, with thy history and tell us how thou camest hither and whence thou enteredst
this river and what land is behind yonder mountain, for that we have never till now known any make his way thence to us.' But I said to them, 'Give
me somewhat to eat and after question me.' So they brought me food and I ate and my spirits revived and I was refreshed. Then I related to them all
that had befallen me, whereat they were amazed and confounded and said, 'By Allah, this is none other than a marvellous story, and needs must we
carry thee to our king, that thou mayst acquaint him therewith.' So they carried me before their king, and I kissed his hand and saluted
him..Therewithal the king bade all his officers go round about in the thoroughfares and colleges [of the town] and bring before him all strangers
whom they found there. So they went forth and brought him much people, amongst whom was the man who had painted the portrait. When they
came into the presence, the Sultan bade the crier make proclamation that whoso wrought the portrait should discover himself and have whatsoever
he desired. So the poor man came forward and kissing the earth before the king, said to him, "O king of the age, I am he who painted yonder
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portrait." Quoth El Aziz, "And knowest thou who she is?" "Yes," answered the other; "this is the portrait of Mariyeh, daughter of the king of
Baghdad." The king ordered him a dress of honour and a slave-girl [and he went his way]. Then said El Abbas, "O father mine, give me leave to go
to her, so I may look upon her; else shall I depart the world, without fail." The king his father wept and answered, saying, "O my son, I builded thee
a bath, that it might divert thee from leaving me, and behold it hath been the cause of thy going forth; but the commandment of God is a
foreordained (61) decree." (62).The queen rejoiced in her and putting out her hand to her, drew her to herself and seated her by her side on the
couch; whereupon Tuhfeh kissed her hands and the queen said to her, 'Know, O Tuhfeh, that all that thou treadest of these belong not to any of the
Jinn, (224) for that I am the queen of them all and the Sheikh Aboultawaif Iblis sought my permission (225) and prayed me to be present at the
circumcision of his son. So I sent to him, in my stead, a slave-girl of my slave-girls, to wit, Shuaaeh, Queen of the Fourth Sea, who is vice-queen of
my kingdom. When she was present at the wedding and saw thee and heard thy singing, she sent to me, giving me to know of thee and setting forth
to me thine elegance and pleasantness and the goodliness of thy breeding and thy singing. So I am come to thee, for that which I have heard of thy
charms, and this shall bring thee great worship in the eyes of all the Jinn.' (226).? ? ? ? ? And scatter musk on him and ambergris, so long As time
endures; for this is all my wish and care..When the troops entered Baghdad, each of them alighted in his pavilion, whilst El Abbas encamped apart
in a place near the Tigris and commanded to slaughter for the troops, each day, that which should suffice them of oxen and sheep and bake them
bread and spread the tables. So the folk ceased not to come to him and eat of his banquet. Moreover, all the people of the country came to him with
presents and rarities and he requited them many times the like of their gifts, so that the lands were filled with his tidings and the report of him was
bruited abroad among the folk of the deserts and the cities..Daughters, The Two Kings and the Vizier's, iii. 145..Now the king was a very old man
and destiny decreed the ending of his term of life; so he died and when he was buried, the folk assembled and many were the sayings of the people
and of the king's kinsfolk and officers, and they took counsel together to slay the princess and the young pilgrim, saying, 'This fellow dishonoureth
us with yonder strumpet and none accepteth dishonour but the base.' So they fell upon them and slew the princess, without questioning her of
aught; whereupon the pious woman (whom they deemed a boy) said to them, 'Out on ye, O misbelievers I Ye have slain the pious lady.' Quoth
they, 'Lewd fellow that thou art, dost thou bespeak us thus? Thou lovedst her and she loved thee, and we will slay thee without mercy.' 'God forbid!'
answered she, 'Indeed, the affair is the contrary of this.' 'What proof hast thou of that?' asked they, and she said, 'Bring me women.' So they brought
her women, and when they looked on her, they found her a woman..?STORY OF THE OLD SHARPER..? ? ? ? ? f. The Unjust King and the
Pilgrim Prince dcxii.? ? ? ? ? Were I cut off, beloved, from hope of thy return, Slumber, indeed, for ever my wakeful lids would flee..Reshid (Er)
and the Barmecides, i. 189..Presently she felt a breath upon her face; whereupon she awoke and found Queen Kemeriyeh kissing her, and with her
her three sisters, Queen Jemreh, Queen Wekhimeh and Queen Sherareh. So she arose and kissed their hands and rejoiced in them with the utmost
joy and they abode, she and they, in talk and converse, what while she related to them her history, from the time of her purchase by the Mughrebi to
that of her coming to the slave-dealers' barrack, where she besought Ishac en Nedim to buy her, and how she won to Er Reshid, till the moment
when Iblis came to her and brought her to them. They gave not over talking till the sun declined and turned pale and the season of sundown drew
near and the day departed, whereupon Tuhfeh was instant in supplication to God the Most High, on the occasion of the prayer of sundown, that He
would reunite her with her lord Er Reshid..So the affair was concluded and we drew up the contract of marriage and I made the bride-feast; but on
the wedding-night I beheld a thing (214) than which never made God the Most High aught more loathly. Methought her people had contrived this
by way of sport; so I laughed and looked for my mistress, whom I had seen [at the lattice], to make her appearance; but saw her not. When the
affair was prolonged and I found none but her, I was like to go mad for vexation and fell to beseeching my Lord and humbling myself in
supplication to Him that He would deliver me from her. When I arose in the morning, there came the chamber-woman and said to me, "Hast thou
occasion for the bath?" "No," answered I; and she said, "Art thou for breakfast?" But I replied, "No;" and on this wise I abode three days, tasting
neither meat nor drink..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ee. Story of the Barber's Fifth Brother clx.? ? ? ? ? Yea, they'd join me in pouring forth tears and help me
my woes to lament, And like unto me they'd become all wasted and tortured and pale.."By Allah, he treadeth no carpet of mine! Who is at the door
other than he?" "Jerir ibn el Khetefa," answered Adi; and Omar said, "It is he who saith ... " [And he recited as follows:].Merchant and the King,
The Old Woman, the, i. 265..? ? ? ? ? Still by your ruined camp a dweller I abide; Ne'er will I change nor e'er shall distance us divide..? ? ? ? ? I am
become, for severance from my loved one, Like a left hand, forsaken of the right..So they ate and Tuhfeh looked at the two kings, who had not
changed their favour and said to Kemeriyeh, 'O my lady, what is yonder wild beast and that other like unto him? By Allah, mine eye brooketh not
the sight of them.' Kemeriyeh laughed and answered, 'O my sister, that is my father Es Shisban and the other is Meimoun the Sworder; and of the
pride of their souls and their arrogance, they consented not to change their [natural] fashion. Indeed, all whom thou seest here are, by nature, like
unto them in fashion; but, on thine account, they have changed their favour, for fear lest thou be disquieted and for the comforting of thy mind, so
thou mightest make friends with them and be at thine ease.' 'O my lady,' quoth Tuhfeh, 'indeed I cannot look at them. How frightful is yonder
Meimoun, with his [one] eye! Mine eye cannot brook the sight of him, and indeed I am fearful of him.' Kemeriyeh laughed at her speech, and
Tuhfeh said, 'By Allah, O my lady, I cannot fill my eye with them!' (200) Then said her father Es Shisban to her, 'What is this laughing?' So she
bespoke him in a tongue none understood but they [two] and acquainted him with that which Tuhfeh had said; whereat he laughed a prodigious
laugh, as it were the pealing thunder..? ? ? ? ? The camel-leader singing came with the belov'd; our wish Accomplished was and we were quit of all
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the railers' prate.."There was once a man, a merchant, who was fortunate in trade, and at one time his [every] dirhem profited [him] fifty. Presently,
his luck turned against him and he knew it not; so he said in himself, 'I have wealth galore, yet do I weary myself and go round about from country
to country; I were better abide in my own country and rest myself in my house from this travail and affliction and sell and buy at home.' Then he
made two parts of his money, with one whereof he bought wheat in summer, saying, 'When the winter cometh, I will sell it at a great profit.' But,
when the winter came, wheat became at half the price for which he had bought it, whereat he was sore concerned and left it till the next year.
However, next year, the price fell yet lower and one of his friends said to him, 'Thou hast no luck in this wheat; so do thou sell it at whatsoever
price.' Quoth the merchant, 'This long while have I profited and it is allowable that I lose this time. God is all- knowing! If it abide [with me] half a
score years, I will not sell it save at a profit.'.? ? ? ? ? Indeed, your long estrangement hath caused my bowels yearn. Would God I were a servant in
waiting at your door!.When Tuhfeh beheld this, she called to mind her lord and wept sore and said, 'I beseech God the Most High to vouchsafe me
speedy deliverance, so I may return to my palace and that my high estate and queendom and glory and be reunited with my lord and master Er
Reshid.' Then she walked in that garden and saw in its midst a dome of white marble, raised on columns of black teak and hung with curtains
embroidered with pearls and jewels. Amiddleward this pavilion was a fountain, inlaid with all manner jacinths, and thereon a statue of gold, and
[beside it] a little door. She opened the door and found herself in a long passage; so she followed it and behold, a bath lined with all kinds of
precious marbles and floored with a mosaic of pearls and jewels. Therein were four cisterns of alabaster, one facing other, and the ceiling of the
bath was of glass coloured with all manner colours, such as confounded the understanding of the folk of understanding and amazed the wit..Would
we may live together, and when we come to die, i. 47..They lighted down without the place and when they arose in the morning, they saw a
populous and goodly city, fair of seeming and great, abounding in trees and streams and fruits and wide of suburbs. So the young man said to his
sister Selma, 'Abide thou here in thy place, till I enter the city and examine it and make assay of its people and seek out a place which we may buy
and whither we may remove. If it befit us, we will take up our abode therein, else will we take counsel of departing elsewhither.' Quoth she, 'Do
this, trusting in the bounty of God (to whom belong might and majesty) and in His blessing.'.The news came to the rest of the kings; so they [flew
after him and] overtaking him, found him full of trouble and fear, with fire issuing from his nostrils, and said to him, 'O Sheikh Aboultawaif, what
is to do?' Quoth he, 'Know that Meimoun hath carried off Tuhfeh from my palace and outraged mine honour.' When they heard this, they said,
'There is no power and no virtue but in God the Most High, the Supreme! By Allah, he hath ventured upon a grave matter and indeed he destroyeth
himself and his people!' Then the Sheikh Iblis gave not over flying till he fell in with the tribes of the Jinn, and there gathered themselves together
unto him much people, none may tell the tale of them save God the Most High. So they came to the Fortress of Copper and the Citadel of Lead,
(238) and the people of the strongholds saw the tribes of the Jinn issuing from every steep mountain-pass and said, 'What is to do?' Then Iblis went
in to King Es Shisban and acquainted him with that which had befallen, whereupon quoth he, 'May God destroy Meimoun and his folk! He thinketh
to possess Tuhfeh, and she is become queen of the Jinn! But have patience till we contrive that which befitteth in the matter of Tuhfeh.' Quoth Iblis,
'And what befitteth it to do?' And Es Shisban said, *We will fall upon him and slay him and his people with the sword.'.? ? ? ? ? The true believer is
pinched for his daily bread, Whilst infidel rogues enjoy all benefit..One day my master said to me, 'Knowest thou not some art or handicraft?' And I
answered, saying, 'O my lord, I am a merchant and know nought but traffic.' Quoth he, 'Knowest thou how to shoot with a bow and arrows?' And I
replied, 'Yes, I know that.' So he brought me a bow and arrows and mounting me behind him on an elephant, set out with me, at the last of the
night, and fared on till we came to a forest of great trees; whereupon he made me climb a high and stout tree and giving me the bow and arrows,
said to me, 'Sit here, and when the elephants come hither by day, shoot at them, so haply thou shalt hit one of them; and if any of them fall, come at
nightfall and tell me.' Then he went away and left me trembling and fearful. I abode hidden in the tree till the sun rose, when the elephants came out
and fared hither and thither among the trees, and I gave not over shooting at them with arrows, till I brought down one of them. So, at eventide, I
went and told my master, who rejoiced in me and rewarded me; then he came and carried away the dead elephant..? ? ? ? ? g. The Seventh Officer's
Story dccccxxxiv.When the Baghdadis saw this succour that had betided them against their enemies [and the victory that El Abbas had gotten
them], they turned back and gathering together the spoils [of the defeated host], arms and treasures and horses, returned to Baghdad, victorious, and
all by the valour of El Abbas. As for Saad, he foregathered with the prince, and they fared on in company till they came to the place where El
Abbas had taken horse, whereupon the latter dismounted from his charger and Saad said to him, "O youth, wherefore alightest thou in other than
thy place? Indeed, thy due is incumbent upon us and upon our Sultan; so go thou with us to the dwellings, that we may ransom thee with our souls."
"O Amir Saad," replied El Abbas, "from this place I took horse with thee and herein is my lodging. So, God on thee, name me not to the king, but
make as if thou hadst never seen me, for that I am a stranger in the land."
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