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Meanwhile, the Lady Zubeideh, the wife of the Commander of the Faithful, made a banquet in her palace and assembled her slave-girls. As for Sitt
el Milah, she came, weeping-eyed and mournful-hearted, and those who were present blamed her for this, whereupon she recited the following
verses:.The company marvelled at this story and at the doings of women. Then came forward a fourth officer and said, 'Verily, that which hath
betided me of strange adventures is yet more extraordinary than this; and it was on this wise..Officer's Story, The Fourth, ii. 142..76. The Khalif El
Hakim and the Merchant ccclxxxix.8. Noureddin Ali and the Damsel Enis el Jelii cxcix.When the king had read this letter, he rejoiced with an
exceeding joy and bestowed on me great store of presents and entreated me with the utmost honour. Some days after this, I sought of him leave to
depart, but he granted it not to me save after much pressing. So I took leave of him and shipped with divers merchants and others, intending for my
own country and having no desire for travel or traffic. We sailed on, without ceasing, till we had passed many islands; but, one day, as we fared on
over a certain tract of the sea, there came forth upon us a multitude of boats full of men like devils, clad in chain-mail and armed with swords and
daggers and bows and arrows, and surrounded us on every side. They entreated us after the cruellest fashion, smiting and wounding and slaying
those who made head against them, and taking the ship, with the crew and all that were therein, carried us to an island, where they sold us all for a
low price. A rich man bought me and taking me into his house, gave me to eat and drink and clothed me and entreated me kindly, till my heart was
comforted and I was somewhat restored..Then she arose and going in to the king, found him with his head between his knees, and he lamenting. So
she sat down by him awhile and bespoke him with soft words and said to him, 'Indeed, O my son, thou consumest mine entrails, for that these
[many] days thou hast not mounted to horse, and thou lamentest and I know not what aileth thee.' 'O my mother,' answered he, '[this my chagrin] is
due to yonder accursed woman, of whom I still deemed well and who hath done thus and thus.' Then he related to her the whole story from first to
last, and she said to him, 'This thy concern is on account of a worthless woman.' Quoth he, 'I was but considering by what death I should slay them,
so the folk may [be admonished by their fate and] repent.' And she said, 'O my son, beware of haste, for it engendereth repentance and the slaying
of them will not escape [thee]. When thou art assured of this affair, do what thou wilt.' 'O my mother,' rejoined he; 'there needeth no assurance
concerning him for whom she despatched her eunuch and he fetched him.'.It is said that El Mamoun (164) came one day upon Zubeideh, mother of
El Amin, (165) and saw her moving her lips and muttering somewhat he understood not; so he said to her, "O mother mine, dost thou imprecate
[curses] upon me, for that I slew thy son and despoiled him of his kingdom?" "Not so, by Allah, O Commander of the Faithful!" answered she, and
he said, "What then saidst thou?" Quoth she, "Let the Commander of the Faithful excuse me." But he was instant with her, saying, "Needs must
thou tell it." And she replied, "I said, 'God confound importunity!'" "How so?" asked the Khalif, and she said, "I played one day at chess with the
Commander of the Faithful [Haroun er Reshid] and he imposed on me the condition of commandment and acceptance. (166) He beat me and bade
me put off my clothes and go round about the palace, naked; so I did this, and I incensed against him. Then we fell again to playing and I beat him;
so I bade him go to the kitchen and swive the foulest and sorriest wench of the wenches thereof. [I went to the kitchen] and found not a slave-girl
fouler and filthier than thy mother; (167) so I bade him swive her. He did as I bade him and she became with child by him of thee, and thus was I
[by my unlucky insistance] the cause of the slaying of my son and the despoiling him of his kingdom." When El Mamoun heard this, he turned
away, saying, "God curse the importunate!" to wit, himself, who had importuned her till she acquainted him with that matter..So, when it was the
foredawn hour, she tied his beard and spreading a veil over him, cried out, whereupon the people of the quarter flocked to her, men and women.
Presently, up came El Merouzi, for the division of the money, and hearing the crying [of the mourners], said, 'What is to do?" Quoth they, 'Thy
brother is dead;' and he said in himself, 'The accursed fellow putteth a cheat on me, so he may get all the money for himself, but I will do with him
what shall soon bring him to life again.' Then he rent the bosom of his gown and uncovered his head, weeping and saying, 'Alas, my brother! Alas,
my chief! Alas, my lord!' And he went in to the men, who rose and condoled with him. Then he accosted Er Razi's wife and said to her, 'How came
his death about?' 'I know not,' answered she, 'except that, when I arose in the morning, I found him dead.' Moreover, he questioned her of the
money and good that was with her, but she said, 'I have no knowledge of this and no tidings.'.Now there was before us a high mountain, (200)
rising [abruptly] from the sea, and the ship fell off into an eddy, (201) which bore it on till presently it struck upon the skirt (202) of the mountain
and broke in sunder; whereupon the captain came down [from the mast], weeping, and said, 'God's will be done! Take leave of one another and
look yourselves out graves from to-day, for we have fallen into a predicament (203) from which there is no escape, and never yet hath any been
cast away here and come off alive.' So all the folk fell a-weeping and gave themselves up for lost, despairing of deliverance; friend took leave of
friend and sore was the mourning and lamentation; for that hope was cut off and they were left without guide or pilot. (204) Then all who were in
the ship landed on the skirt of the mountain and found themselves on a long island, whose shores were strewn with [wrecks], beyond count or
reckoning, [of] ships that had been cast away [there] and whose crews had perished; and there also were dry bones and dead bodies, heaped upon
one another, and goods without number and riches past count So we abode confounded, drunken, amazed, humbling ourselves [in supplication to
God] and repenting us [of having exposed ourselves to the perils of travel]; but repentance availed not in that place..112. Aboulhusn and his
Slave-girl Taweddud ccccxxxvi.The servant said no more to him, but, when it was morning, he acquainted a number of the king's servants with this
and they said, 'This is an opportunity for us. Come let us assemble together and acquaint the king with this, so the young merchant may lose favour
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with him and he rid us of him and we be at rest from him.' So they assembled together and going in to the king, said to him, 'We have a warning we
would give thee.' Quoth he, 'And what is your warning?' And they said, 'Yonder youth, the merchant, whom thou hast taken into favour and whose
rank thou hast exalted above the chiefs of the people of thy household, we saw yesterday draw his sword and offer to fall upon thee, so he might
slay thee.' When the king heard this, his colour changed and he said to them, 'Have ye proof of this?' Quoth they, 'What proof wouldst thou have? If
thou desire this, feign thyself drunken again this night and lie down, as if asleep, and watch him, and thou wilt see with thine eyes all that we have
named to thee.'.There was once a man of the drapers, who had a fair wife, and she was curtained (54) and chaste. A certain young man saw her
coming forth of the bath and loved her and his heart was occupied with her. So he cast about [to get access to her] with all manner of devices, but
availed not to win to her; and when he was weary of endeavour and his patience was exhausted for weariness and his fortitude failed him and he
was at an end of his resources against her, he complained of this to an old woman of ill-omen, (55) who promised him to bring about union
between him and her. He thanked her for this and promised her all manner of good; and she said to him, "Get thee to her husband and buy of him a
turban-cloth of fine linen, and let it be of the goodliest of stuffs.".When the king heard this, he bowed [his head] in perplexity and confusion and
said, "Carry him back to the prison till the morrow, so we may look into his affair.".160. The Ruined Man of Baghdad and his Slave-girl
dcccxcvi.There was once a man hight Khelbes, who was a lewd fellow, a calamity, notorious for this fashion, and he had a fair wife, renowned for
beauty and loveliness. A man of his townsfolk fell in love with her and she also loved him. Now Khelbes was a crafty fellow and full of tricks, and
there was in his neighbourhood a learned man, to whom the folk used to resort every day and he told them stories and admonished them [with
moral instances]; and Khelbes was wont to be present in his assembly, for the sake of making a show before the folk..Now there was with him a
youth and he said, "By Allah, I was not with him and indeed it is six months since I entered the city, nor did I set eyes on the stuffs until they were
brought hither." Quoth we, "Show us the stuffs." So he carried us to a place wherein was a pit, beside the water-wheel, and digging there, brought
out the stolen goods, with not a stitch of them missing. So we took them and carried the keeper to the prefecture, where we stripped him and beat
him with palm-rods till he confessed to thefts galore. Now I did this by way of mockery against my comrades, and it succeeded.' (142).ER RESHID
AND THE BARMECIDES. (152).How long shall I thus question my heart that's drowned in woe? iii. 42..Then he folded the letter and committed
it to the nurse and gave her five hundred dinars, saying, "Accept this from me, for that indeed thou hast wearied thyself between us." "By Allah, O
my lord," answered she, "my desire is to bring about union between you, though I lose that which my right hand possesseth." And he said, "May
God the Most High requite thee with good!" Then she carried the letter to Mariyeh and said to her, "Take this letter; belike it may be the end of the
correspondence." So she took it and breaking it open, read it, and when she had made an end of it, she turned to the nurse and said to her, "This
fellow putteth off lies upon me and avoucheth unto me that he hath cities and horsemen and footmen at his command and submitting to his
allegiance; and he seeketh of me that which he shall not obtain; for thou knowest, O nurse, that kings' sons have sought me in marriage, with
presents and rarities; but I have paid no heed unto aught of this; so how shall I accept of this fellow, who is the fool (90) of his time and possesseth
nought but two caskets of rubies, which he gave to my father, and indeed he hath taken up his abode in the house of El Ghitrif and abideth without
silver or gold? Wherefore, I conjure thee by Allah, O nurse, return to him and cut off his hope of me.".Ali of Damascus and Sitt el Milah,
Noureddin, iii. 3.."O father mine," answered the prince, "I have heard tell that in the land of Irak is a woman of the daughters of the kings, and her
father is called King Ins ben Cais, lord of Baghdad; she is renowned for beauty and grace and brightness and perfection, and indeed many folk have
sought her in marriage of the kings; but her soul consented not unto any one of them. Wherefore I am minded to travel to her, for that my heart
cleaveth unto her, and I beseech thee suffer me to go to her." "O my son," answered his father, "thou knowest that I have none other than thyself of
children and thou art the solace of mine eyes and the fruit of mine entrails; nay, I cannot brook to be parted from thee an instant and I purpose to set
thee on the throne of the kingship and marry thee to one of the daughters of the kings, who shall be fairer than she." El Abbas gave ear to his
father's word and dared not gainsay him; so he abode with him awhile, whilst the fire raged in his entrails..Sitt el Milah filled a cup and emptied it;
after which she drank a second and a third. Then she filled the cup a fourth time and handed it to the old man, but he would not accept it from her.
However, she conjured him, by her own head and that of the Commander of the Faithful, that he should take it from her, till he took the cup from
her hand and kissed it and would have set it down; but she conjured him by her life to smell it. So he smelt it and she said to him, "How deemest
thou?" "Its smell is sweet," replied he; and she conjured him, by the life of the Commander of the Faithful, to taste it. So he put it to his mouth and
she rose to him and made him drink; whereupon, "O princess of the fair," said he, "this is none other than good." Quoth she, "So deem I. Hath not
our Lord promised us wine in Paradise?" And he answered, "Yes. Quoth the Most High, 'And rivers of wine, a delight to the drinkers.' (36) And we
will drink it in this world and the world to come." She laughed and emptying the cup, gave him to drink, and he said, "O princess of the fair, indeed
thou art excusable in thy love for this." Then he took from her another and another, till he became drunken and his talk waxed great and his
prate..So saying, he spat in her face and went out from her; whilst Shah Khatoun made him no answer, knowing that, if she spoke at that time, he
would not credit her speech. Then she humbled herself in supplication to God the Most High and said, 'O God the Great, Thou knowest the hidden
things and the outward parts and the inward' If an advanced term (137) be [appointed] to me, let it not be deferred, and if a deferred one, let it not
be advanced!' On this wise she passed some days, whilst the king fell into perplexity and forswore meat and drink and sleep and abode knowing not
what he should do and saying [in himself], 'If I kill the eunuch and the youth, my soul will not be solaced, for they are not to blame, seeing that she
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sent to fetch him, and my heart will not suffer me to slay them all three. But I will not be hasty in putting them to death, for that I fear repentance.'
Then he left them, so he might look into the affair..? ? ? ? ? It had sufficed me, had thy grace with verses come to me; My expectation still on thee
in the foredawns was bent..Jest of a Thief, A Merry, ii. 186..? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Calender's Story xl.When King Shah Bekht heard this, he said
in himself, "How like is this story to my present case with this vizier, who hath not his like!" Then he bade him depart to his own house and come
again at eventide..? ? ? ? ? Leave rhyming, madman that thou art, lest, bound upon the cross, Thou thy presumption in the stead of abjectness
repent..? ? ? ? ? What is the pleasance of the world, except it be to see My lady's face, to drink of wine and ditties still to hear?.Noureddin Ali of
Damascus and Sitt el Milan, iii, 3..There was once in the land [of Egypt and] the city of Cairo, [under the dynasty] of the Turks, (84) a king of the
valiant kings and the exceeding mighty Sultans, by name El Melik ez Zahir Rukneddin Bibers el Bunducdari. (85) He was used to storm the
Islamite strongholds and the fortresses of the Coast (86) and the Nazarene citadels, and the governor of his [capital] city was just to the folk, all of
them. Now El Melik ez Zahir was passionately fond of stories of the common folk and of that which men purposed and loved to see this with his
eyes and hear their sayings with his ears, and it befell that he heard one night from one of his story-tellers (87) that among women are those who
are doughtier than men of valour and greater of excellence and that among them are those who will do battle with the sword and others who cozen
the quickest-witted of magistrates and baffle them and bring down on them all manner of calamity; whereupon quoth the Sultan, 'I would fain hear
this of their craft from one of those who have had to do theiewith, so I may hearken unto him and cause him tell.' And one of the story-tellers said,
'O king, send for the chief of the police of the town.'.? ? ? ? ? To his beloved one the lover's heart's inclined; His soul's a captive slave, in sickness'
hands confined..And the king bade him depart to his own house..When Tuhfeh heard this, she gave a great cry, that the folk heard her and
Kemeriyeh said, 'Relief is at hand.' Then she looked out to them and called to them, saying, 'O daughters of mine uncle, I am a lonely maid, an
exile from folk and country. So, for the love of God the Most High, repeat that song!' So Kemeriyeh repeated it and Tuhfeh swooned away. When
she came to herself, she said to Jemreh, 'By the virtue of the Apostle of God (whom may He bless and preserve!) except thou suffer me go down to
them and look on them and sit with them awhile, [I swear] I will cast myself down from this palace, for that I am weary of my life and know that I
am slain without recourse; wherefore I will slay myself, ere thou pass sentence upon me.' And she was instant with her in asking..There was once in
a city of Khorassan a family of affluence and distinction, and the townsfolk used to envy them for that which God had vouchsafed them. As time
went on, their fortune ceased from them and they passed away, till there remained of them but one old woman. When she grew feeble and decrepit,
the townsfolk succoured her not with aught, but put her forth of the city, saying, 'This old woman shall not harbour with us, for that we do her
kindness and she requiteth us with evil.' So she took shelter in a ruined place and strangers used to bestow alms upon her, and on this wise she
abode a while of time..? ? ? ? ? Raiment of silk and sendal, too, he brought to us for gift, And me in marriage sought therewith; yet, all his pains
despite,.?OF THE USELESSNESS OF ENDEAVOUR AGAINST PERSISTENT ILL FORTUNE..Now the liefest of all things to Mariyeh was the
recitation of poems and verses and linked rhymes and the twanging [of the strings of the lute], and she was versed in all tongues; so she took the
letter and opening it, read that which was therein and apprehended its purport. Then she cast it on the ground and said, "O nurse, I have no answer
to make to this letter." Quoth the nurse, "Indeed, this is weakness in thee and a reproach unto thee, for that the people of the world have heard of
thee and still praise thee for keenness of wit and apprehension; so do thou return him an answer, such as shall delude his heart and weary his soul."
"O nurse," rejoined the princess, "who is this that presumeth upon me with this letter? Belike he is the stranger youth who gave my father the
rubies." "It is himself," answered the woman, and Mariyeh said, "I will answer his letter on such a wise that thou shalt not bring me other than it
[from him]." Quoth the nurse, "So be it." So the princess called for inkhorn and paper and wrote the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Why to
estrangement and despite inclin'st thou with the spy? Yet that a bough (14) from side to side incline (15) small wonder 'twere..So he said to her, 'Do
thou excuse me, for my servant hath locked the door, and who shall open to us?' Quoth she, 'O my lord, the padlock is worth [but] half a score
dirhems.' So saying, she tucked up [her sleeves] from fore-arms as they were crystal and taking a stone, smote upon the padlock and broke it. Then
she opened the door and said to him, 'Enter, O my lord.' So he entered, committing his affair to God, (to whom belong might and majesty,) and she
entered after him and locked the door from within. They found themselves in a pleasant house, comprising all (262) weal and gladness; and the
young man went on, till he came to the sitting-chamber, and behold, it was furnished with the finest of furniture [and arrayed on the goodliest wise
for the reception of guests,] as hath before been set out, [for that it was the house of the man aforesaid]..? ? ? ? ? d. The Fourth Voyage of Sindbad
the Sailor.So she donned a devotee's habit and betaking herself to the goldsmith, said to him, 'To whom belongeth the bracelet that is in the king's
hand?' Quoth he, 'It belongeth to a man, a stranger, who hath bought him a slave-girl from this city and lodgeth with her in such a place.' So the old
woman repaired to the young man's house and knocked at the door. The damsel opened to her and seeing her clad in devotee's apparel, (184)
saluted her and said to her, ' Belike thou hast an occasion with us?' 'Yes,' answered the old woman; 'I desire privacy and ablution.' (185) Quoth the
girl, 'Enter.' So she entered and did her occasion and made the ablution and prayed. Then she brought out a rosary and began to tell her beads
thereon, and the damsel said to her, 'Whence comest thou, O pilgrim?' (186) Quoth she '[I come] from [visiting] the Idol (187) of the Absent in
such a church. (188) There standeth up no woman [to prayer] before him, who hath an absent friend and discovereth to him her need, but he
acquainteth her with her case and giveth her tidings of her absent one.' 'O pilgrim,' said the damsel, 'we have an absent one, and my lord's heart
cleaveth to him and I desire to go to the idol and question him of him.' Quoth the old woman, '[Wait] till to-morrow and ask leave of thy husband,
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and I will come to thee and go with thee in weal.'.? ? ? ? ? q. Khelbes and his Wife and the Learned Man dccccvi.Hind and his Vizier, The King of,
ii. 105..? ? ? ? ? She shot at me a shaft that reached my heart and I became The bond- man of despair, worn out with effort all in vain..Presently, the
vizier heard of the merchant's coming; so he sent to him and let bring him to his house and talked with him awhile of his travels and of that which
he had abidden therein, and the merchant answered him thereof. Then said the vizier, 'I will put certain questions to thee, which if thou answer me,
it will be well [for thee].' And the merchant rose and made him no answer. Quoth the vizier, 'What is the weight of the elephant?' The merchant was
perplexed and returned him no answer and gave himself up for lost. Then said he, 'Grant me three days' time.' So the vizier granted him the delay
he sought and he returned to his lodging and related what had passed to the old woman, who said, 'When the morrow cometh, go to the vizier and
say to him, "Make a ship and launch it on the sea and put in it an elephant, and when it sinketh in the water, [under the beast's weight], mark the
place to which the water riseth. Then take out the elephant and cast in stones in its place, till the ship sink to the mark aforesaid; whereupon do thou
take out the stones and weigh them and thou wilt know the weight of the elephant"'.I kissed his hand and thanked him, and as I was walking about,
[waiting,] up came the guards and eunuchs with the women, who were weeping and crying out and taking leave of one another. The eunuchs cried
out to us, whereupon we came with the boat, and they said to the boatman, "Who is this?" "This is my mate," answered he, "[whom I have
brought,] to help me, so one of us may keep the boat, whilst another doth your service." Then they brought out to us the women, one by one,
saying, "Throw them [in] by the Island;" and we answered, "It is well." Now each of them was shackled and they had made a jar of sand fast about
her neck. We did as the eunuchs bade us and ceased not to take the women, one after another, and cast them in, till they gave us my mistress and I
winked to my comrade. So we took her and carried her out into mid-stream, where I gave her the empty calabashes (188) and said to her, "Wait for
me at the mouth of the canal." Then we cast her in, after we had loosed the jar of sand from her neck and done off her fetters, and returned..After
this, the authorities compounded with the highwayman for his submission, and when he came before them, they enriched him and he became in
such favour with the Sultan's deputy that he used to eat and drink with him and there befell familiar converse between them. On this wise they
abode a great while, till, one day, the Sultan's deputy made a banquet, and therein, for a wonder, was a roasted francolin, which when the robber
saw, he laughed aloud. The deputy was angered against him and said to him, "What is the meaning of thy laughter? Seest thou default [in the
entertainment] or dost thou mock at us, of thy lack of breeding?" "Not so, by Allah, O my lord," answered the highwayman. "But I saw yonder
francolin and bethought myself thereanent of an extraordinary thing; and it was on this wise. In the days of my youth, I used to stop the way, and
one day I fell in with a man, who had with him a pair of saddle-bags and money therein. So I said to him, 'Leave these bags, for I mean to kill thee.'
Quoth he, 'Take the fourth part of [that which is in] them and leave [me] the rest.' And I said, 'Needs must I take the whole and slay thee, to boot.'
Then said he, 'Take the saddle-bags and let me go my way.' But I answered, 'Needs must I slay thee.' As we were in this contention, he and I,
behold, he saw a francolin and turning to it, said, 'Bear witness against him, O francolin, that he slayeth me unjustly and letteth me not go to my
children, for all he hath gotten my money.' However, I took no pity on him neither hearkened to that which he said, but slew him and concerned not
myself with the francolin's testimony.".The Ninth Day.The Twenty-First Night of the Month..? ? ? ? ? e. The Fifth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor
cclxiii.There was once a man who was exceeding cautious over himself, and he set out one day on a journey to a land abounding in wild beasts.
The caravan wherein he was came by night to the gate of a city; but the warders refused to open to them; so they passed the night without the city,
and there were lions there. The man aforesaid, of the excess of his caution, could not fix upon a place wherein he should pass the night, for fear of
the wild beasts and reptiles; so he went about seeking an empty place wherein he might lie..When the tither heard the old man's speech, he relented
towards him and said to him, 'O old man, I make thee a present of that which is due from thee, and do thou cleave to me and leave me not, so haply
I may get of thee profit that shall do away from me my errors and guide me into the way of righteousness.' So the old man followed him, and there
met him another with a load of wood. Quoth the tither to him, 'Pay what is due from thee.' And he answered, 'Have patience with me till to-morrow,
for I owe the hire of a house, and I will sell another load of wood and pay thee two days' tithe.' But he refused him this and the old man said to him,
'If thou constrain him unto this, thou wilt enforce him quit thy country, for that he is a stranger here and hath no domicile; and if he remove on
account of one dirhem, thou wilt lose [of him] three hundred and threescore dirhems a year. Thus wilt thou lose the much in keeping the little.'
Quoth the tither, 'I give him a dirhem every month to the hire of his lodging.'.There was once, in a province of Persia, a king of the kings, who was
mighty of estate, endowed with majesty and venerance and having troops and guards at his command; but he was childless. Towards the end of his
life, his Lord vouchsafed him a male child, and the boy grew up and was comely and learned all manner of knowledge. He made him a private
place, to wit, a lofty palace, builded with coloured marbles and [adorned with] jewels and paintings. When the prince entered the palace, he saw in
its ceiling the picture [of a woman], than whom he had never beheld a fairer of aspect, and she was compassed about with slave-girls; whereupon
he fell down in a swoon and became distraught for love of her. Then he sat under the picture, till, one day, his father came in to him and finding
him wasted of body and changed of colour, by reason of his [continual] looking on that picture, thought that he was ill and sent for the sages and
physicians, that they might medicine him. Moreover, he said to one of his boon- companions, 'If thou canst learn what aileth my son, thou shalt
have of me largesse.' So the courtier went in to the prince and spoke him fair and cajoled him, till he confessed to him that his malady was caused
by the picture. Then he returned to the king and told him what ailed his son, whereupon he transported the prince to another palace and made his
former lodging the guest-house; and whosoever of the Arabs was entertained therein, he questioned of the picture, but none could give him tidings
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thereof..Reshid (Er) and the Barmecides, i. 189..? ? ? ? ? o. The Fifteenth Officer's Story dccccxl.? ? ? ? ? q. The Stolen Necklace dccccxciv.When
the appointed day arrived, En Numan sent for Sherik and said to him, "Verily the first part of this day is past." And Sherik answered, "The king
hath no recourse against me till it be eventide." When it evened, there appeared one afar off and En Numan fell to looking upon him and on Sherik,
and the latter said to him, "Thou hast no right over me till yonder fellow come, for belike he is my man." As he spoke, up came the Tai in haste and
En Numan said "By Allah, never saw I [any] more generous than you two! I know not whether of you is the more generous, this one who became
warrant for thee in [danger of] death or thou who returnest unto slaughter." Then said he to Sherik, "What prompted thee to become warrant for
him, knowing that it was death?" And he said, "[I did this] lest it be said, 'Generosity hath departed from viziers.'" Then said En Numan to the Tai,
"And thou, what prompted thee to return, knowing that therein was death and thine own destruction?" Quoth the Arab, "[I did this] lest it be said,
'Fidelity hath departed from the folk.'" And En Numan said, "By Allah, I will be the third of you, (173) lest it be said, 'Clemency hath departed
from kings.'" So he pardoned him and bade abolish the day of ill-omen; whereupon the Arab recited the following verses:.111 El Melik es Zahir
Rukneddin Bibers el Bunducdari and the Sixteen Officers of Police dccccxxx.The absent ones' harbinger came us unto, iii. 153..She comes in a
robe the colour of ultramarine, iii. 190..King Shehriyar marvelled [at this story (146)] and said "By Allah, verily, injustice slayeth its folk!" (147)
And he was edified by that wherewith Shehrzad bespoke him and sought help of God the Most High. Then said he to her, "Tell me another of thy
stories, O Shehrzad; let it be a pleasant one and this shall be the completion of the story-telling." "With all my heart," answered Shehrzad. "It hath
reached me, O august King, that a man once said to his fellows, 'I will set forth to you a means (148) of security (149) against vexation. (150) A
friend of mine once related to me and said, "We attained [whiles] to security (151) against vexation, (152)and the origin of it was other than this; to
wit, it was as follows. (153).? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Old Man's Story (236) iv.46. The Sharper of Alexandria and the Master of Police cccxli.So, on
the morrow, she made her ready and donning the costliest of apparel, adorned herself with the most magnificent of ornaments and the highest of
price and stained her hands with henna. Then she let down her tresses upon her shoulders and went forth, walking along with coquettish swimming
gait and amorous grace, followed by her slave-girls, till she came to the young merchant's shop and sitting down thereat, under colour of seeking
stuffs, saluted him and demanded of him somewhat of merchandise. So he brought out to her various kinds of stuffs and she took them and turned
them over, talking with him the while. Then said she to him, "Look at the goodliness of my shape and my symmetry. Seest thou in me any
default?" And he answered, "No, O my lady." "Is it lawful," continued she, "in any one that he should slander me and say that I am
humpbacked?".? ? ? ? ? For love with your presence grows sweet, untroubled and life is serene And the star of our fortune burns bright, that clouds
in your absence did veil..Now the merchant and his wife had taken up their abode in a city in the land whereof their [other] son was king, and when
the boy [whom they had found] grew up, his father assigned unto him merchandise, so he might travel therewith. So he set out and entered the city
wherein his brother was king. News reached the latter that there was a merchant come thither with merchandise befitting kings. So he sent for him
and the young merchant obeyed the summons and going in to him, sat down before him. Neither of them knew the other; but blood stirred between
them and the king said to the young merchant, 'I desire of thee that thou abide with me and I will exalt thy station and give thee all that thou
desirest and cravest.' So he abode with him awhile, quitting him not; and when he saw that he would not suffer him to depart from him, he sent to
his father and mother and bade them remove thither to him. So they addressed them to remove to that island, and their son increased still in honour
with the king, albeit he knew not that he was his brother..15. The Cat and the Crow cl.? ? ? ? ? "Fair patience practise, for thereon still followeth
content." So runs the rede 'mongst all that dwell in city or in tent..19. The Sparrow and the Peacock clii.To return to his sister Selma. She awaited
him till the last of the day, but he came not; and she awaited him a second day and a third and a fourth, yet there came no news of him, wherefore
she wept and beat with her hands on her breast and bethought her of her affair and her strangerhood and her brother's absence; and she recited the
following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Ask mine eyes whether slumber hath lit on their lids since the hour of your loss Or if aye on a lover they've looked. Nay,
an ye believe not their tale,.? ? ? ? ? And if into the briny sea one day she chanced to spit, Assuredly the salt sea's floods straight fresh and sweet
would grow..Then he could brook this no longer; so he went forth from the dominions of the Commander of the Faithful, under pretence of visiting
certain of his kinsmen, and took with him servant nor companion, neither acquainted any with his intent, but betook himself to the road and fared
on into the desert and the sandwastes, knowing not whither he went. After awhile, he fell in with travellers intending for the land of Hind [and
journeyed with them]. When he came thither, he lighted down [in a city of the cities of the land and took up his abode] in one of the lodging-places;
and there he abode a while of days, tasting not food neither solacing himself with the delight of sleep; nor was this for lack of dirhems or dinars,
but for that his mind was occupied with musing upon [the reverses of] destiny and bemoaning himself for that the revolving sphere had turned
against him and the days had decreed unto him the disfavour of our lord the Imam. (160).Now, as destiny would have it, a certain jeweller of the
town had been robbed of ten pearls, like unto those which were with the merchant; so, when he saw the two pearls in the broker's hand, he said to
him, 'To whom do these pearls belong?' and the broker answered, 'To yonder man.' [The jeweller looked at the merchant and] seeing him in sorry
case and clad in tattered clothes, misdoubted of him and said to him (purposing to surprise him into confession), 'Where are the other eight pearls?'
The merchant thought he asked him of those which were in the gown and answered, 'The thieves stole them from me.' When the jeweller heard his
reply, he doubted not but that it was he who had taken his good; so he laid hold of him and haling him before the chief of the police, said to him,
'This is the man who stole my pearls: I have found two of them upon him and he confesseth to the other eight.'.? ? ? ? ? Be patient under its
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calamities, For all things have an issue soon or late..Sindbad the Sailor and Hindbad the Porter.Now he had no treasure; but the thief believed him
not and insisted upon him with threats and blows. When he saw that he got no profit of him, he said to him, 'Swear by the oath of divorce from thy
wife (247) [that thou hast nothing].' So he swore and his wife said to him, 'Out on thee! Wilt thou divorce me? Is not the treasure buried in yonder
chamber?' Then she turned to the thief and conjured him to multiply blows upon her husband, till he should deliver to him the treasure, concerning
which he had sworn falsely. So he drubbed him grievously, till he carried him to a certain chamber, wherein she signed to him that the treasure was
and that he should take it up..Meanwhile, the news spread abroad that Bihzad, son of the king, was lost, whereupon his father sent letters in quest of
him [to all the kings and amongst others to him with whom he was imprisoned]. When the letter reached the latter, he praised God the Most High
for that he had not anydele hastened in Bihzad's affair and letting bring him before himself, said to him, 'Art thou minded to destroy thyself?' Quoth
Bihzad, '[I did this] for fear of reproach;' and the king said, 'An thou fear reproach, thou shouldst not practise haste [in that thou dost]; knowest thou
not that the fruit of haste is repentance? If we had hasted, we also, like unto thee, we had repented.'.10. The Enchanted Horse ccxlir.There was
once, of old days and in bygone ages and times, a king of the kings of the time, by name Shah Bekht, who had troops and servants and guards
galore and a vizier called Er Rehwan, who was wise, understanding, a man of good counsel and a cheerful acceptor of the commandments of God
the Most High, to whom belong might and majesty. The king committed to him the affairs of his kingdom and his subjects and said according to
his word, and on this wise he abode a long space of time..O thou that questionest the lily of its scent, ii. 256..Then she told him the story of Anca,
daughter of Behram Gour, with Anca, daughter of the wind, and described to him her dwelling-place and her island, whereupon quoth Er Reshid,
'O Tuhfet es Sedr, (252) tell me of El Anca, daughter of Behram Gour; is she of the Jinn or of mankind or of the birds? For this long time have I
desired to find one who should tell me of her.' 'It is well, O Commander of the Faithful,' answered Tuhfeh. 'I asked the queen of this and she
acquainted me with her case and told me who built her the palace.' Quoth Er Reshid, 'I conjure thee by Allah, tell it me.' And Tuhfeh answered, 'It
is well,' and proceeded to tell him. And indeed he was amazed at that which he heard from her and what she told him and at that which she had
brought back of jewels and jacinths of various colours and preciots stones of many kinds, such as amazed the beholder and confounded thought and
mind. As for this, it was the means of the enrichment of the Barmecides and the Abbasicles, and they abode in their delight..Then, when it was
night, she brought her to me, after she had adorned her and perfumed her, and said to her, "Gainsay not this thy lord in aught that he shall seek of
thee." When she came to bed with me, I said in myself, "Verily, this damsel (216) is more generous than I!" Then I sent away the slave-girl and
drew not nigh unto her, but arose forthright and betaking myself to my wife, lay with her and did away her maidenhead. She straightway conceived
by me and accomplishing the time of her pregnancy, gave birth to this dear little daughter; in whom I rejoiced, for that she was lovely to the
utterest, and she hath inherited her mother's wit and her father's comeliness..One day, there came a ship and in it a merchant from their own
country, who knew them and rejoiced in them with an exceeding joy and clad them in goodly apparel. Moreover, he acquainted them with the
manner of the treachery that had been practised upon them and counselled them to return to their own land, they and he with whom they had made
friends, (254) assuring them that God the Most High would restore them to their former estate. So the king returned and the folk joined themselves
to him and he fell upon his brother and his vizier and took them and clapped them in prison..Then he bade fetch the youth and when he was present
before him, he prostrated himself to him and prayed for him; whereupon quoth the king to him, "Out on thee! How long shall the folk upbraid me
on thine account and blame me for delaying thy slaughter? Even the people of my city blame me because of thee, so that I am grown a
talking-stock among them, and indeed they come in to me and upbraid me [and urge me] to put thee to death. How long shall I delay this? Indeed,
this very day I mean to shed thy blood and rid the folk of thy prate.".'This is idle talk,' answered the cook. 'Thou canst not deliver thyself with this,
O youth, for that in thy deliverance is my destruction.' Quoth Selim, 'I swear to thee and give thee the covenant of God (to whom belong might and
majesty) and His bond, that He took of His prophets, that I will not discover thy secret ever.' But the cook answered, saying, 'Away! Away! This
may no wise be.' However, Selim ceased not to conjure him and make supplication to him and weep, while the cook persisted in his intent to
slaughter him. Then he wept and recited the following verses:.With this the Khalif waxed wroth, and the Hashimi vein (36) started out from
between his eyes and he cried out to Mesrour and said to him, "Go forth and see which of them is dead." So Mesrour went out, running, and the
Khalif said to Zubeideh, "Wilt thou lay me a wager?" "Yes," answered she; "I will wager, and I say that Aboulhusn is dead." "And I," rejoined the
Khalif, "wager and say that none is dead save Nuzhet el Fuad; and the stake shall be the Garden of Pleasance against thy palace and the Pavilion of
Pictures." So they [agreed upon this and] abode awaiting Mesrour, till such time as he should return with news..Then the Khalif summoned her to
his presence a fourth time and said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, sing." So she improvised and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Crude amber (158) in
its native land unheeded goes, but, when It comes abroad, upon the necks to raise it men delight..17. The Hedgehog and the Pigeons clii.Destiny,
Of, i. 136..21. Kemerezzeman and Budour clxx.The eunuch returned and told the king, who said, "Indeed, we have been neglectful with regard to
El Abbas. What shall be our excuse with the king? By Allah, my soul misdoubted me that the youth was of the sons of the kings!" The Lady
Afifeh, his wife, saw him lamenting for [his usage of] El Abbas and said to him, "O king, what is it thou regrettest with this exceeding regret?"
Quoth he, "Thou knowest the stranger youth, who gave us the rubies?" "Assuredly," answered she; and he said, "Yonder youths, who have halted in
the palace court, are his mamelukes, and his father King El Aziz, lord of Yemen, hath pitched his camp in the Green Meadow; for he is come with
his army to seek him, and the number of his troops is [four-and-] twenty thousand men." [Then he went out from her], and when she heard his
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words, she wept sore for him and had compassion on his case and sent after him, counselling him to send for the mamelukes and lodge them [in the
palace] and entertain them..She laughed and cried out to the women of the house, saying, "Ho, Fatimeh! Ho, Khedijeh! Ho, Herifeh! Ho, Senineh!"
Whereupon all those who were in the place of women and neighbours flocked to me and fell a-laughing at me and saying, "O blockhead, what ailed
thee to meddle with gallantry?" Then one of them came and looked in my face and laughed, and another said, "By Allah, thou mightest have known
that she lied, from the time she said she loved thee and was enamoured of thee? What is there in thee to love?" And a third said, "This is an old man
without understanding." And they vied with each other in making mock of me, what while I suffered sore chagrin..When the evening evened, the
king summoned his vizier and bade him tell the [promised] story. So he said, "It is well. Know, O king, that.?STORY OF THE KING OF HIND
AND HIS VIZIER.."There was once a man of Khorassan and he had a son, whose improvement he ardently desired; but the young man sought to
be alone and to remove himself from his father's eye, so he might give himself up to pleasance and delight. So he sought of his father [leave to
make] the pilgrimage to the Holy House of God and to visit the tomb of the Prophet (whom God bless and keep!). Now between them and Mecca
was a journey of five hundred parasangs; but his father could not gainsay him, for that the law of God made this (178) incumbent on him and
because of that which he hoped for him of improvement [therefrom]. So he joined unto him a governor, in whom he trusted, and gave him much
money and took leave of him. The son set out on the holy pilgrimage (179) with the governor and abode on that wise, spending freely and using not
thrift..? ? ? ? ? As at the casement high she sat, her charms I might espy, For from her cheeks the envious veil that hid them she had ta'en..They
have shut out thy person from my sight, iii. 43..Then said she to him, 'When the king saw him and questioned thee of him, what saidst thou to him?'
And he answered, 'I said to him, "This is the son of a nurse who belonged to us. We left him little and he grew up; so I brought him, that he might
be servant to the king,"' Quoth she, 'Thou didst well.' And she charged him to be instant in the service of the prince. As for the king, he redoubled
in kindness to the eunuch and appointed the youth a liberal allowance and he abode going in to the king's house and coming out therefrom and
standing in his service, and every day he grew in favour with him; whilst, as for Shah Khatoun, she used to stand a-watch for him at the windows
and balconies and gaze upon him, and she on coals of fire on his account, yet could she not speak..Marriage to the Poor Old Man, The Rich Man
who gave his Fair Daughter in, i. 247..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? aa. Story of the Jealous Man and the Parrot (226) xiv.? ? ? ? ? Parting afar hath borne you,
but longing still is fain To bring you near; meseemeth mine eye doth you contain..Lover, The Favourite and her, iii. 165..When the evening evened,
the king sat in his privy closet and summoning the vizier, required of him the promised story. So Er Rehwan said, "Know, O king, that.? ? ? ? ? c.
The Third Calender's Story liii.? ? ? ? ? j. The Enchanted Springs dcccclxxxvi.It chanced one day that one of the horsemen, who had fallen in with
the young Melik Shah by the water and clad him and given him spending-money, saw the eunuch in the city, disguised as a merchant, and
recognizing him, questioned him of his case and of [the reason of] his coming. Quoth he, 'I come to sell merchandise.' And the horseman said, 'I
will tell thee somewhat, if thou canst keep it secret.' 'It is well,' answered the eunuch; 'what is it?' And the other said, 'We met the king's son Melik
Shah, I and certain of the Arabs who were with me, and saw him by such a water and gave him spending-money and sent him towards the land of
the Greeks, near his mother, for that we feared for him, lest his uncle Belehwan should kill him.' Then he told him all that had passed between
them, whereupon the eunuch's countenance changed and he said to the cavalier, 'Assurance!' 'Thou shalt have assurance,' answered the other,
'though thou come in quest of him.' And the eunuch rejoined, saying, 'Truly, that is my errand, for there abideth no repose for his mother, lying
down or rising up, and she hath sent me to seek news of him.' Quoth the cavalier, 'Go in safety, for he is in a [certain] part of the land of the Greeks,
even as I said to thee.'.Meanwhile, he ceased not, he and his beloved, Queen Mariyeh, in the most delightsome of life and the pleasantest thereof,
and he was vouchsafed by her children; and indeed there befell friendship and love between them and the longer their companionship was
prolonged, the more their love waxed, so that they became unable to endure from each other a single hour, save the time of his going forth to the
Divan, when he would return to her in the utterest that might be of longing. Aud on this wise they abode in all solace and delight of life, till there
came to them the Destroyer of Delights and the Sunderer of Companies. So extolled be the perfection of Him whose kingdom endureth for ever,
who is never heedless neither dieth nor sleepeth! This is all that hath come down to us of their story, and so peace [be on you!].They ate and drank
and sported and made merry awhile of the day; and as they were thus engaged, up came the master of the house, with his friends, whom he had
brought with him, that they might carouse together, as of wont. He saw the door opened and knocked lightly, saying to his friends, 'Have patience
with me, for some of my family are come to visit me; wherefore excuse belongeth [first] to God the Most High, and then to you.' (263) So they
took leave of him and went their ways, whilst he gave another light knock at the door. When the young man heard this, he changed colour and the
woman said to him, 'Methinks thy servant hath returned.' 'Yes,' answered he; and she arose and opening the door to the master of the house, said to
him, 'Where hast thou been? Indeed, thy master is wroth with thee.' 'O my lady,' answered he, 'I have but been about his occasions.'.? ? ? ? ? b. The
Second Calender's Story xii.Then they went to the youth and said to him, 'Know that the king thanketh thee for thy dealing yesternight and
exceedeth in [praise of] thy good deed;' and they prompted him to do the like again. So, when the next night came, the king abode on wake;
watching the youth; and as for the latter, he went to the door of the pavilion and drawing his sword, stood in the doorway. When the king saw him
do thus, he was sore disquieted and bade seize him and said to him, 'Is this my requital from thee? I showed thee favour more than any else and
thou wouldst do with me this vile deed.' Then arose two of the king's servants and said to him, 'O our lord, if thou command it, we will strike off his
head.' But the king said, 'Haste in slaying is a vile thing, for it (107) is a grave matter; the quick we can slay, but the slain we cannot quicken, and
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needs must we look to the issue of affairs. The slaying of this [youth] will not escape us.' (108) Therewith he bade imprison him, whilst he himself
returned [to the city] and despatching his occasions, went forth to the chase..Now the king was seated at the lattice, hearkening to their talk, and
Abou Sabir's words angered him; so he bade bring him before him and they brought him forthright. Now there was in the king's palace an
underground dungeon and therein a vast deep pit, into which the king caused cast Abou Sabir, saying to him, 'O lackwit, now shall we see how
thou wilt come forth of the pit to the throne of the kingdom.' Then he used to come and stand at the mouth of the pit and say, 'O lackwit, O Abou
Sabir, I see thee not come forth of the pit and sit down on the king's throne!' And he assigned him each day two cakes of bread, whilst Abou Sabir
held his peace and spoke not, but bore with patience that which betided him..7. Ali ben Bekkar and Shemsennehar clxix.When the Khalif heard
this, he laughed heartily and said, "By Allah, O my brother, thou art indeed excused in this matter, now that I know the cause and that the cause
hath a tail. Nevertheless if it please God, I will not sever myself from thee." "O my guest," replied Aboulhusn, "did I not say to thee, 'Far be it that
what is past should recur! For that I will never again foregather with any'?" Then the Khalif rose and Aboulhusn set before him a dish of roast
goose and a cake of manchet-bread and sitting down, fell to cutting off morsels and feeding the Khalif therewith. They gave not over eating thus till
they were content, when Aboulhusn brought bowl and ewer and potash (16) and they washed their hands..Presently, the sharper came to the ruin,
rejoicing in that which he deemed he should get, and dug in the place, but found nothing and knew that the idiot had tricked him. So he buffeted his
face, for chagrin, and fell to following the other whithersoever he went, so he might get what was with him, but availed not unto this, for that the
idiot knew what was in his mind and was certified that he spied upon him, [with intent to rob him]; so he kept watch over himself. Now, if the
sharper had considered [the consequences of] haste and that which is begotten of loss therefrom, he had not done thus. Nor," continued the vizier,
"is this story, O king of the age, rarer or more extraordinary or more diverting than the story of Khelbes and his wife and the learned man and that
which befell between them.".61. Abou Nuwas with the three Boys and the Khalif Haroun er Reshid ccclxxxi.The messenger wished him joy of the
bath and exceeded in doing him worship. Then he said to him, "The king biddeth thee in weal." (82) "Hearkening and obedience," answered El
Abbas and accompanied the messenger to the king's palace..Then came forward the fourteenth officer and said, 'Know that the story I have to tell is
pleasanter and more extraordinary than this; and it is as follows..? ? ? ? ? It rests with him to heal me; and I (a soul he hath Must suffer that which
irks it), go saying, in my fear.? ? ? ? ? And when my feet trod earth, "Art slain, that we should fear," Quoth they, "or live, that we may hope again
thy sight?".So the friend turned to the sharper and said to him, 'O my lord, O such an one, thou goest under a delusion. The purse is with me, for it
was with me that thou depositedst it, and this elder is innocent of it.' But the sharper answered him with impatience and impetuosity, saying,
'Extolled be the perfection of God! As for the purse that is with thee, O noble and trusty man, I know that it is in the warrant of God and my heart is
at ease concerning it, for that it is with thee as it were with me; but I began by demanding that which I deposited with this man, of my knowledge
that he coveteth the folk's good.' At this the friend was confounded and put to silence and returned not an answer; [and the] only [result of his
interference was that] each of them (52) paid a thousand dinars..The Twenty-fifth Night of the Month..His hospitality pleased the Khalif and the
goodliness of his fashion, and he said to him, "O youth, who art thou? Make me acquainted with thyself, so I may requite thee thy kindness." But
Aboulhusn smiled and said, "O my lord, far be it that what is past should recur and that I be in company with thee at other than this time!" "Why
so?" asked the Khalif. "And why wilt thou not acquaint me with thy case?" And Aboulhusn said, "Know, O my lord, that my story is extraordinary
and that there is a cause for this affair." Quoth the Khalif, "And what is the cause?" And he answered, "The cause hath a tail." The Khalif laughed
at his words and Aboulhusn said, "I will explain to thee this [saying] by the story of the lackpenny and the cook. Know, O my lord, that
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Incomparable Bellairs
Kings Gallery Living Words
An Introduction to the Science of Radio-Activity
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A Short History of the English People
Custom and Myth
Chesterton And Other Essays
Idealism and the Modern Age
Shakespeares Merchant of Venice
The Poetical Works of Alexander Pope
The Bravo A Tale
Poems with a Sketch of the Author by John H Ingram
The Christian Professor Addressed In a Series of Counsels and Cautions to the Members of Christian Churches
Shipbuilding from Its Beginnings Volume V 3
The History of the Boston Theatre 1854-1901
The Pawns Count by E Phillips Oppenheim With Frontispiece by F Vaux Wilson
The Eastern Question in the Eighteenth Century The Partition of Poland and the Treaty of Kainardji
The Master of the Magicians
An Outline of English Local Government
Reginald Hastings Or a Tale of the Troubles in 164- Volume 2
Official Vote of the State of Illinois Cast at the General Election Judicial Elections Primary Elections Volume C 2
Listening to God
Elementary Agriculture for Alberta Schools by James McCaig
Lamb and Hazlitt Further Letters and Records Hitherto Unpublished
Romance of London Strange Stories Scenes and Remarkable Persons of the Great Town
Shattered Idols Volume 3
Register of Voters for the Northern Division of the County of Durham 1868-9 and Poll Taken 24 November 1868
Lena Or the Silent Woman Volume 2
The War Purse of Indiana The Five Liberty Loans and War Savings and Thrift Campaigns in Indiana During the World War by Walter Greenough
Missouri Harmony Or a Choice Collection of Psalm and Hymn Tunes and Anthems from Eminent Authors With an Introduction to the Grounds
and Rudiments of Music
The Duty of Imperial Thinking and Other Chapters on Themes Worth While
Early Reminiscences
Divine Hymns or Spiritual Songs For the Use of Religious Assemblies and Private Christians
Signor Masoni and Other Papers of the Late I Brown
Margaret and Her Bridesmaids Volume 3
An Account of the Indian Triaxonia Collected by the Royal Indian Marine Survey Ship Investigator
The Better Way = LAmi
Sylvias Experiment The Story of an Unrelated Family
The Pioneer Boy and How He Became President
A Gossips Story and a Legendary Tale
Revolutionary Types
Sister Louise Or the Story of a Womans Repentance
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