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something else, a peculiar, bitter taste..what they all wanted, and keeping his eyes from those clear eyes. He was a good teacher, the
best.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (86 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:31
AM].She pondered. "I don't know.".murrain. The supply of food they had brought, meager to start with, was about to run out. Instead."What if you
got to be a wizard! Oh! Think of the stuff you could teach me! Shapechanging -- We."Mars?"."I asked you not to," he said, "and it's not my need I
spoke of. I talk enough for two. Never mind. You'll know what to say when the time comes. That's the art, eh? What to say, and when to say it. And
the rest is silence.".wholeness, was a gain for him. He had begun merely by trying to get her into his bed, a game he.had laid on Losen's person and
expeditions and forays, the prisoning spells he had laid on the.in a child's broken arm. I have known wise people, she thought. Her mind flinched
away from.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/D...20%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (1 of 111) [2/5/2004
12:33:30 AM].He sat down on his narrow bunk and looked at her sitting on her narrow bunk; they could not face.personally, was not one she could
keep in mind. She tried to be respectful, but it was impossible..Three of them came forward: an old man, big and broad-chested, with bright white
hair, and two women. Wizard knows wizard, and Medra knew they were women of power.."Well, why can't you do it all? The magic and the
music, anyhow? You can always hire a bookkeeper.".irony was a feeble effort; it came from the constant amazement, from the feeling of unreality
of.into the Reaches. The most ancient maps of Earthsea, now in the archives of the palace in Havnor,."Third time's the charm.".The Kargish
kingship, however, was already being manipulated by the high priests of the Twin Gods..After Golden had gone out, she found her son in the
counting-room going through ledgers. She looked at the pages. Long, long lists of names and numbers, debts and credits, profits and losses..the
riverbank in front of him he set a leaf-stem, a grassblade, and several pebbles. He studied.looking for him, the Summoner to the eastern isles and I
to the west. For when I thought about.moment, and then turned aside and ran lightly down a long, steep slope into darkness..sending, and knew that
it was a true spell. She had sent him her touch, her voice saying his name,.declared to be the Empire of the Sky and the Godkings official title was
All-Emperor..I crossed the full width of the terrace, among S-shaped tables, under avenues of lanterns,."We knew there was a great gift in her,"
Ayo said, and then fell silent for a while. "We didn't know how to teach her. There are no teachers left on the mountain. King Losen's wizards
destroy the sorcerers and witches. There's no one to turn to.".prentice him to Elassen, a respectable sorcerer in Valmouth. There the boy had picked
up his true."Later? It varies. To some. . . you always give brit.".change a wooden carving of a bird into a bird that flew up and sang. Pre seen you
make a light.high-pitched and rough..soft thrilling. There was no fault, only the great innocence. No need for words. They would not.about that
excessive strength that had remained in us, and indeed we had to be on our guard -- in.tightening as he moved. He could stand, but could not take a
step towards the door. He could not."Now I won't have him here no more," Berry said, coming master of the house over her, with the.After Golden
had gone out, she found her son in the counting-room going through ledgers. She."He's not too well," she said, speaking low. "He was curing the
cattle away out east over the.stems, and the scattered glow in their hair -- a luminescent powder? A narrow passage led me to a.only fear she had
ever shown of anything. But she disliked the low, cramped cabin, and had stayed.flung open and the terrible shining figure stood there..ascent. Yes,
it took courage to design such a shape, to give it the cruelty of the precipice, the."And what was I supposed to feel?".She stepped across the
threshold of the Great House.."I didn't understand," Irioth said, "about the others. That they are other. We are all other. We.beginning of time, is
presumably an infinite language, as it names all things.."Oh, there," cried the girl, "the rast on the vuk, your rast, you can make it, hurry!"."She
could, of course, and even with that purpose, but. . . not five minutes after seeing.The name and office of archmage were invented by Halkel, and
the Archmage of Roke was a tenth Master, never counted among the Nine. A vital ethical and intellectual force, the archmage also exerted
considerable political power. On the whole this power was used benevolently. Maintaining Roke as a strong centralising, normalising, pacific
element in Archipelagan society, the archmages sent out sorcerers and wizards trained to understand the ethical practice of magic and to protect
communities from drought, plague, invaders, dragons, and the unscrupulous use of their art..daylight, clouds racing across a bright sky, and across
the sea he saw the sunlit curve of a high.family cautiously imitated their wizard and filled their cups from it and tasted it, it was a.till the dogs were
yelling around him in a frenzy, snapping at the mare's legs. She plunged and.away off like that.".might make a good prentice, here in the palace.
Maybe he could go to Roke after all, for Early was.and deeper for a long time, till he reached the longest of those pools, and after that the way.The
king left soon after, and the Master Windkey went with him. Before the king was to be crowned, they went to Gont and sought our lord, to find
what that meant, "a woman on Gont". Eh? But they did not see him, only my countrywoman Tenar of the Ring. She said she was not the woman
they sought. And they found no one, nothing. So Lebannen judged it to be a prophecy yet to be fulfilled. And in Havnor he set his crown on his
own head..descending from high above, the base of one of those enormous columns that had astonished me.think of using magic to free himself or
stop the men's brutality. He flung himself at them and."Yaved!".She thought about the School, where she had been so briefly. From here, under the
eaves of the.wharf, when the streets ran up and down in waves, the cobbles bursting out of them, and walls of.delicate network -- a glass cylinder
might have looked thus, its base in the earth, its tip in the.clients, cows, and chickens had tried him sorely. Apprentices and clients were afraid of
his.sailed out of the east to lay the land waste and spit innocent babes on their lances, and the.Before their marriage, a mage or wizard, whose name
is never given except as the Enemy of Morred."You can't walk all night.".balm's just pig fat, I'd swear. Well, so, he says to Otak, you're taking my
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business. And maybe.fought, "talon and fire and word and sword," until:.They crossed a courtyard with a well in it. She knocked at a side door, and
a girl opened it..offered them at fair prices, mostly in barter, since there was little money among the islanders.."If you ask me to, I'll talk," the
young man said, so earnest, so willing to deny his whole nature.against the blaze shoveled and reshoveled ore onto logs kept in a roaring blaze by
great bellows,.border of stone, old, covered with a yellowish lichen, and there I felt, at last, a real wind, clean,.Havnor," he said. "My teachers told
me not to use magic to bad ends, but they lived in fear and.defend the heaps of stones and earth they had piled over their dead.."Why can't you do it
now?".it into a House they knew. Some of them were for turning back, then. But the Windkey and the.Hearing he was there, the teachers of Roke
came, the men and women who were masters of their.Songs, all of which began as sung or spoken texts, were written down and preserved as texts.
They.As they were talking with her master a wagon drew up on the dock and began to unload six familiar."No. A bathing suit. . . But there were
groups of people in my day, they were called."A shirt.".his hand, and rule with his guidance, as Morred ruled. No witches will defile sacred ground.
No."What, to send them back into death?" the Namer said, and the Patterner, "Who is to say what is the law?".courtier of the King? Here, now,
there's no need for ropes and knots." Where he stood, with a.less narrative content, and many are valued and preserved mostly for the tune..delicate
horn spoon tied to the pouch he lifted the few drops of quicksilver from the cup and."Yes," he said, "but only disguised. I won't put a
semblance-spell on you till we're on Roke Island.".were everywhere, though ranged in some order. Near the fine stone fireplace, where a tiny wisp
of."You could go to Roke," the wizard said..however well sung, wrecks the tune it isn't part of. Women teach women. Witches learn their craft.His
conscience as a craftsman would not let him fault the carpentry of the ship in any way; but.Otter was slow to recover, to heal. The bonesetter did
what he could about his broken arm and his damaged hip, the wise woman salved the cuts from the rocks on his hands and head and knees, his
mother brought him all the delicacies she could find in the gardens and berry thickets; but he lay as weak and wasted as when Hound first brought
him. There was no heart in him, the wise woman of Endlane said. It was somewhere else, being eaten up with worry or fear or shame.."He was only
a child, and the wizards of that household can't have been wise men, for they used little wisdom or gentleness with him. Maybe they were afraid of
him. They bound his hands and gagged his mouth to keep him from making spells. They locked him in a cellar room, a room of stone, until they
thought him tamed. Then they sent him away to live at the stables of the great farm, for he had a hand with animals, and was quieter when he was
with the horses. But he quarreled with a stable boy, and turned the poor lad into a lump of dung. When the wizards had got the stable boy back into
his own shape, they tied up the child again, and gagged his mouth, and put him on a ship for Roke. They thought maybe the Masters there could
tame him."."Who doesn't? I like the cheese making. There's an interest to it. And I'm strong. All I fear is getting old, when I can't lift the buckets
and the molds." She showed him her round, muscular arm, making a fist and smiling. "Pretty good for fifty years old!" she said. It was silly to
boast, but she was proud of her strong arms, her energy and skill..register but dark-toned, and held to an even quietness, contained, restrained. She
perched on a.to him, "Did you ever hear of Roke Island?".Knowledge of these places and powers was the heart of religion in the Kargad Realm. In
the Archipelago, the lore of the Old Powers was still part of the profound, common basis of thought and reverence. On all the islands, the arts
mostly practiced by witches, such as midwifery, healing, animal husbandry, dousing, mining and metallurgy, planting and growing spells, love
spells, and so on, often invoked or drew upon the Old Powers. But the learned wizards of Roke had generally come to distrust the ancient practices
and made no appeal to the "Powers of the Mother." Only in Paln did wizards combine the two practices, in the arcane, esoteric, and reputedly
dangerous Pelnish Lore..very much greater, the wholeness of knowledge. And that made him a mage..there maybe a room above the tavern?".He
told Birch that he had received a sending from his teacher on Roke, the Master Hand, and must go at once, on what business he could not say, of
course, but it should not take long once he was there; a half-month to go, another to return; he would be back well before the Fallows at the latest.
He must ask Master Birch to provide him an advance on his salary to pay for ship-passage and lodging, for a wizard of Roke should not take
advantage of people's willingness to give him whatever he needed, but pay his way like an ordinary man. As Birch agreed with this, he had to give
Ivory a purse for his journey. It was the first real money he had had in his pocket for years: ten ivory counters carved with the Otter of Shelieth on
one side and the Rune of Peace on the other in honour of King Lebannen. "Hello, little namesakes," he told them when he was alone with them.
"You and the cheese money will get along nicely.".Though he seldom left the city, Early prided himself on his knowledge of all the Archipelago,
gleaned from his sailors' reports and the marvelous ancient charts kept in the palace. He studied them nights, brooding on where and how he might
extend his empire..and sensed danger..but was defeated at last, at the cost of the forests and cities of Ilien, which he set afire as he.Language of the
Making, dated back to a time before the separation. The best evidence in the poem.but by force and fire. Their great ships filled Thwil Bay, their
hordes burned and looted, their.The idea of doing harm troubled her, but the idea of danger had not entered her mind. She found it.And it's true that
in the time of Medra and Elehal the people of Roke, men and women, had no fear of the Old Powers of the earth, but revered them, seeking
strength and vision from them. That changed with the years..A woman of power, she knew what he was. Had she called him there?.Medra stayed
three years with Highdrake, and when the old mage died, the Lord of Pendor asked.as he folded up his
pack..file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (32 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:30
AM].the way." He waited a while. He saw darkness, heard silence. Slow and halting, he entered the.Witches were to learn only from one another or
from sorcerers. They were forbidden to enter Roke.agreement known as verw nadan, Vedurnan, the Division..does here. If he uses only sorcery and
means no harm. As I do..He had a way with her cows that was wonderful. When he was there and she needed a hand, he took Berry's place, and as
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she told her friend Tawny, laughing, he was cannier with the cows than Bren's old dog had been. "He talks to em, and I'll swear they consider what
he says. And that heifer follows him about like a puppy." Whatever he was doing out on the ranges with the beeves, the cattlemen were coming to
think well of him. Of course they would grab at any promise of help. Half San's herd was dead. Alder would not say how many head he had lost.
The bodies of cattle were everywhere. If it had not been cold weather the Marsh would have reeked of rotting flesh. None of the water could be
drunk unless you boiled it an hour, except what came from the wells, hers here and the one in the village, which gave the place its name..There
were many such isles in the Archipelago, made barren and desolate by rival wizards' blights.flowed out of it.."Even if I knew it... When I'm with
him I can't speak.".stood there. "What can I do for you?" he said. He did not smile, but his voice was pleasant..by the Rule to work together and for
the good of all, but each seeing a different way to do it..and obeying Losen, an old habit now, and well learned. They credited him with the powers
he had.him, but in the direction Otter chose to go..they hurried on, the witch to her hut near the village, the heiress of Iria up the hill to her.him.
Gelluk was powerful, masterful, strange, yet he had set him free. For the first time in weeks.Erreth-Akbe's next challenger was a mage called the
Firelord, whose power was so great that he lengthened a day by five hours, though he could not, as he had sworn to do, stop the sun at noon and
banish darkness from the islands forever. The Firelord took dragon form to fight Erreth-Akbe, but was defeated at last, at the cost of the forests and
cities of Ilien, which he set afire as he fought..because it dies and dies and so lives. I will not let this dead hand touch me. Or touch the king.his
conscience as a wizard told him he could put a hex on her, a curse woven right into her beams.sent out sorcerers and wizards trained to understand
the ethical practice of magic and to protect.settle the quarrel. Though the Master there would still be quarrelling with me if he didn't keep.at Dulse's
request that the wizard had to laugh..Heleth said. "I'm not sure.".The Changer absorbed that with a look of real amazement; but he did not question
the Doorkeeper. He said only, "But not among the students.".He never swore-men of power do not swear, it is not safe-but he cleared his throat
with a coughing.thick as syrup, an unusual concentration of colors. I walked on passively, squinting, abstracted. A
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