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One day the Commander of the Faithful bade bring him to the presence; so his slave-girl changed his raiment and clothing him in sumptuous
apparel, mounted him on the mule. Then he rode to the palace and presenting himself before the Khalif, saluted him with the goodliest of
salutations and bespoke him with eloquent and deep-thoughted speech. When Er Reshid saw him, he marvelled at the goodliness of his favour and
his eloquence and the readiness of his speech and enquiring of him, was told that he was Sitt el Milah's lord; whereupon quoth he, "Indeed, she is
excusable in her love for him, and if we had put her to death unrighteously, as we were minded to do, her blood would have been upon our heads."
Then he turned to the young man and entering into discourse with him, found him well bred, intelligent, quick of wit and apprehension, generous,
pleasant, elegant, erudite. So he loved him with an exceeding love and questioned him of his native city and of his father and of the manner of his
journey to Baghdad. Noureddin acquainted him with that which he would know in the goodliest of words and with the concisest of expressions;
and the Khalif said to him, "And where hast thou been absent all this while? Indeed, we sent after thee to Damascus and Mosul and other the towns,
but lit on no tidings of thee." "O my lord," answered the young man, "there betided thy slave in thy city that which never yet betided any." And he
acquainted him with his case from first to last and told him that which had befallen him of evil [from El Muradi and his crew]..103. Julnar of the
Sea and her Son King Bedr Basim of Persia dccxciv.? ? ? ? ? a. The Mouse and the Flea cli.When she had made an end of her song, all who were in
the assembly wept for the daintiness of her speech and the sweetness of her voice and El Abbas said to her, "Well done, O Merziyeh I Indeed, thou
confoundest the wits with the goodliness of thy verses and the elegance of thy speech." All this while Shefikeh abode gazing upon her, and when
she beheld El Abbas his slave-girls and considered the goodliness of their apparel and the nimbleness of their wits and the elegance of their speech,
her reason was confounded. Then she sought leave of El Abbas and returning to her mistress Mariyeh, without letter or answer, acquainted her with
his case and that wherein he was of puissance and delight and majesty and venerance and loftiness of rank. Moreover, she told her what she had
seen of the slave-girls and their circumstance and that which they had said and how they had made El Abbas desireful of returning to his own
country by the recitation of verses to the sound of the strings..He [seated himself on the divan and] leant upon a cushion, whilst she put out her
hand to her veil and did it off. Then she put off her heavy outer clothes and discovered her charms, whereupon he embraced her and kissed her and
swived her; after which they washed and returned to their place and he said to her, 'Know that I have little knowledge [of what goes on] in my
house, for that I trust to my servant; so arise thou and see what the boy hath made ready in the kitchen.' Accordingly, she arose and going down into
the kitchen, saw cooking pots over the fire, wherein were all manner of dainty meats, and manchet-bread and fresh almond-and-honey cakes. So
she set bread on a dish and ladled out [what she would] from the pots and brought it to him..Then the king assembled his nobles and commons and
the astrologers and said to them, 'Know that what God hath graven upon the forehead, be it fair fortune or calamity, none may avail to efface, and
all that is decreed unto a man he must needs abide. Indeed, this my caretaking and my endeavour profited me nought, for that which God decreed
unto my son, he hath abidden and that which He decreed unto me hath betided me. Nevertheless, I praise God and thank Him for that this was at
my son's hand and not at the hand of another, and praised be He for that the kingship is come to my son!' And he strained the youth to his breast
and embraced him and kissed him, saying, 'O my son, this matter was on such a wise, and of my care and watchfulness over thee from destiny, I
lodged thee in that pit; but caretaking availed not.' Then he took the crown of the kingship and set it on his son's head and caused the folk and the
people swear fealty to him and commended the subjects to his care and enjoined him to justice and equity. And he took leave of him that night and
died and his son reigned in his stead..On this wise they did with her sister Dinarzad, and when they had made an end of displaying the two brides,
the king bestowed dresses of honour on all who were present and dismissed them to their own places. Then Shehrzad went in to King Shehriyar
and Dinarzad to King Shahzeman and each of them solaced himself with the company of his beloved and the hearts of the folk were comforted.
When the morning morrowed, the vizier came in to the two kings and kissed the ground before them; wherefore they thanked him and were
bountiful to him. Then they went forth and sat down upon couches of estate, whilst all the viziers and amirs and grandees and the chief officers of
the realm and the household presented themselves before them and kissed the earth. King Shehriyar ordered them dresses of honour and largesse
and they offered up prayers for the abiding continuance [on life] of the king and his brother..? ? ? ? ? Well-ground my polished sword is and thin
and keen of edge And trenchant, eke, for smiting and long my steel-barbed spear..The Fourth Night of the Month..Then she changed the measure
and improvised the following:.I was one day abroad on an occasion with certain of my comrades, and as we went along, we fell in with a company
of women, as they were moons, and among them one, the tallest and handsomest of them. When I saw her and she saw me, she tarried behind her
companions and waited for me, till I came up to her and bespoke her. Quoth she, "O my lord, (God favour thee!) I saw thee prolong thy looking on
me and imagined that thou knewest me. If it be thus, vouchsafe me more knowledge of thee." "By Allah," answered I, "I know thee not, save that
God the Most High hath cast the love of thee into my heart and the goodliness of thine attributes hath confounded me and that wherewith God hath
gifted thee of those eyes that shoot with arrows; for thou hast captivated me." And she rejoined, "By Allah, I feel the like of that which thou feelest;
so that meseemeth I have known thee from childhood.".Hardly was the night come, when he went in to his wife and found her lying back,
[apparently] asleep; so he sat down by her side and laying the hoopoe's heart on her breast, waited awhile, so he might be certified that she slept.
Then said he to her, 'Shah Khatoun, Shah Khatoun, is this my recompense from thee?' Quoth she, 'What offence have I committed?' And he, 'What
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offence can be greater than this? Thou sentest after yonder youth and broughtest him hither, on account of the desire of thy heart, so thou mightest
do with him that for which thou lustedst.' 'I know not desire,' answered she. 'Verily, among thy servants are those who are comelier and handsomer
than he; yet have I never desired one of them.' 'Why, then,' asked he, 'didst thou lay hold of him and kiss him!' And she said, 'This is my son and a
piece of my heart; and of my longing and love for him, I could not contain myself, but sprang upon him and kissed him.' When the king heard this,
he was perplexed and amazed and said to her, 'Hast thou a proof that this youth is thy son? Indeed, I have a letter from thine uncle King Suleiman
Shah, [wherein he giveth me to know] that his unck Belehwan cut his throat.' 'Yes,' answered she, 'he did indeed cut his throat, but severed not the
windpipe; so my uncle sewed up the wound and reared him, [and he lived,] for that his hour was not come.'.? ? ? ? ? Yea, wonder-words I read
therein, my trouble that increased And caused emaciation wear my body to a shred..Presently, as they stood by the mouth of the pit, the lion came
scrambling up the sides and would have issued forth; but, as often as he showed his head, they pelted him with stones, till they beat him down and
he fell; whereupon one of the hunters descended into the pit and despatched him and saw the boy wounded; after which he went to the cabinet,
where he found the woman dead, and indeed the lion had eaten his fill of her. Then he noted that which was therein of clothes and what not else,
and advising his fellows thereof, fell to passing the stuff up to them. Moreover, he took up the boy and bringing him forth of the pit, carried him to
their dwelling-place, where they dressed his wounds and he grew up with them, but acquainted them not with his affair; and indeed, when they
questioned him, he knew not what he should say, for that he was little, when they let him down into the pit. The hunters marvelled at his speech
and loved him with an exceeding love and one of them took him to son and abode rearing him with him [and instructing him] in hunting and riding
on horseback, till he attained the age of twelve and became a champion, going forth with the folk to the chase and to the stopping of the way..? ? ? ?
? Lovely with longing for its love's embrace, The fear of his estrangement makes it lean..? ? ? ? ? d. The Rich Man who gave his Fair Daughter in
Marriage to the Poor Old Man dcccxcii.As for Queen Kemeriyeh, she flew off to the palace of her sister Wekhimeh and told her what Meimoun
had done and how [he avouched that], whenas he saw defeat [near at hand], he would slay Tuhfeh; 'and indeed,' added she, 'he is resolved upon
this; else had he not dared to commit this outrage. So do thou contrive the affair as thou deemest well, for thou hast no superior in judgment.' Then
they sent for Queen Zelzeleh and Queen Sherareh and sat down to take counsel, one with another, of that which they should do in the matter. Then
said Wekhimeh, 'We were best fit out a ship in this island [wherein is my palace] and embark therein, in the guise of mortals, and fare on till we
come to a little island, that lieth over against Meimoun's palace. There will we [take up our abode and] sit drinking and smiting the lute and singing.
Now Tuhfeh will of a surety be sitting looking upon the sea, and needs must she see us and come down to us, whereupon we will take her by force
and she will be under our hands, so that none shall avail more to molest her on any wise. Or, if Meimoun be gone forth to do battle with the Jinn,
we will storm his stronghold and take Tuhfeh and raze his palace and put to death all who are therein. When he hears of this, his heart will be rent
in sunder and we will send to let our father know, whereupon he will return upon him with his troops and he will be destroyed and we shall be quit
of him.' And they answered her, saying, 'This is a good counsel.' Then they bade fit out a ship from behind the mountain, (244) and it was fitted out
in less than the twinkling of an eye. So they launched it on the sea and embarking therein, together with four thousand Afrits, set out, intending for
Meimoun's palace. Moreover, they bade other five thousand Afrits betake themselves to the island under the Crescent Mountain and lie in wait for
them there..Would we may live together, and when we come to die, i. 47..Merry Jest of a Thief, A, ii. 186..When the king heard this story, he
renounced his purpose of putting the vizier to death and his soul prompted him to continue him on life. So he bade him go away to his house..Now
there was a ruined building hard by and he climbed up on to a high wall and gave not over clambering hither and thither, of the excess of his
carefulness, till his feet betrayed him and he slipped [and fell] to the bottom and died, whilst his companions arose in the morning in health [and
weal]. Now, if he had overmastered his corrupt (259) judgment and submitted himself to fate and fortune fore-ordained, it had been safer and better
[for him]; but he made light of the folk and belittled their wit and was not content to take example by them; for his soul whispered him that he was
a man of understanding and he imagined that, if he abode with them, he would perish; so his folly cast him into perdition. Nor," added the vizier,
"is this more extraordinary than the story of the man who was lavish of his house and his victual to one whom he knew not".The Khalif smiled and
said to his eunuch, "O Mesrour, verily women are little of wit. I conjure thee, by Allah, say, was not Aboulhusn with me but now?" ["Yes, O
Commander of the Faithful," answered Mesrour] Quoth the Lady Zubeideh, laughing from a heart full of wrath, "Wilt thou not leave thy jesting? Is
it not enough that Aboulhusn is dead, but thou must kill my slave-girl also and bereave us of the two and style me little of wit?" "Indeed," answered
the Khalif, "it is Nuzhet el Fuad who is dead." And Zubeideh said, "Indeed he hath not been with thee, nor hast thou seen him, and none was with
me but now but Nuzhet el Fuad, and she sorrowful, weeping, with her clothes torn. I exhorted her to patience and gave her a hundred dinars and a
piece of silk; and indeed I was awaiting thy coming, so I might condole with thee for thy boon- companion Aboulhusn el Khelia, and was about to
send for thee." The Khalif laughed and said, "None is dead but Nuzhet el Fuad;" and she, "No, no, my lord; none is dead but Aboulhusn.".So she
gave him all that she possessed and he sold it and paid the rest of her price; after which there remained to him a hundred dirhems. These he spent
and lay that night with the damsel in all delight of life, and his soul was like to fly for joy; but when he arose in the morning, he sat weeping and
the damsel said to him, 'What aileth thee to weep?' And he said, 'I know not if my father be dead, and he hath none other heir but myself; and how
shall I win to him, seeing I have not a dirhem?' Quoth she, 'I have a bracelet; do thou sell it and buy small pearls with the price. Then bray them and
fashion them into great pearls, and thereon thou shalt gain much money, wherewith we may make our way to thy country.' So he took the bracelet
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and repairing to a goldsmith, said to him, 'Break up this bracelet and sell it.' But he said, 'The king seeketh a good (183) bracelet; I will go to him
and bring thee the price thereof.' So he carried the bracelet to the Sultan and it pleased him greatly, by reason of the goodliness of its workmanship.
Then he called an old woman, who was in his palace, and said to her, 'Needs must I have the mistress of this bracelet, though but for a single night,
or I shall die.' And the old woman answered, 'I will bring her to thee.'.THE SEVENTH VOYAGE OF SINDBAD THE SAILOR..? ? ? ? ? "Forget
him," quoth my censurers, "forget him; what is he?" "If I forget him, ne'er may God," quoth I, "remember me!".Then the prince rose to him and
embraced him and kissed him and entreated him with honour. Moreover, he seated him in a chair and bestowed on him a dress of honour; and he
turned to his father and said to him, 'This is the king who pardoned me and this is his ear that I cut off with an arrow; and indeed he deserveth
pardon from me, for that he pardoned me.' Then said he to Bihkerd, 'Verily, the issue of clemency hath been a provision for thee [in thine hour of
need].' And they entreated him with the utmost kindness and sent him back to his own country in all honour and worship Know, then, O King,"
continued the youth, "that there is no goodlier thing than clemency and that all thou dost thereof, thou shalt find before thee, a treasure laid up for
thee.".? ? ? ? ? s. The House with the Belvedere dccccxcv.By Allah, but that I trusted that I should meet you again, ii. 266..Haroun er Reshid,
Tuhfet el Culoub and, ii. 203..Then the king summoned the cadi and the witnesses and bade them many the old king's daughter and sister to his
own sons; so they married them, after the king had made a bride-feast three days and displayed their brides to them from eventide to peep of day.
Then the two princes went in to their brides and did away their maidenhead and loved them and were vouchsafed children by them..Then he folded
the letter and sealing it, delivered it to the damsel, who took it and carried it to her mistress. When the princess read the letter and apprehended its
contents, she said, "Meseemeth he recalleth to me that which I did aforetime." Then she called for inkhorn and paper and wrote the following
verses:.? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the Eunuch Sewab (228) cccxxxiv.Ninth Officer's Story, The, ii. 167..? ? ? ? ? a. Nimeh ben er Rebya and Num his
Slave-girl ccxxxvii.Then I arose and fared on a day and a night, till I came to the house of my master, who saw me pale and disfeatured for fear and
hunger. He rejoiced in my return and said to me, 'By Allah, thou hast made my heart ache on thine account; for I went and finding the tree torn up
by the roots, doubted not but the elephants had destroyed thee. Tell me then how it was with thee.' So I told him what had befallen me and he
marvelled exceedingly and rejoiced, saying, 'Knowst thou where this hill is?' 'Yes, O my lord,' answered I. So he took me up with him on an
elephant and we rode till we came to the elephants' burial-place..? ? ? ? ? Is there a man of you will come, that I may heal his paint With blows
right profitful for him who's sick for lust of fight?.? ? ? ? ? If they could hearken to Azzeh's speech, as I, I hearken to it, They straight would
humble themselves to her and prone before her fall..? ? ? ? ? My royal couch have I forsworn, sequestering myself From all, and have mine eyes
forbid the taste of sleep's delight..?STORY OF THE IDIOT AND THE SHARPER..? ? ? ? ? The intercessor who to thee herself presenteth veiled
Is not her like who naked comes with thee to intercede.'.Presently Aboulhusn turned to a damsel and called to her; whereupon she came to him and
he said to her, "By the protection of God, O damsel, am I Commander of the Faithful?" "Yes, indeed," answered she; "by the protection of God
thou in this time art Commander of the Faithful." Quoth he, "By Allah, thou liest, O thousandfold strumpet!" Then he turned to the chief eunuch
and called to him, whereupon he came to him and kissing the earth before him, said, "Yes, O Commander of the Faithful." "Who is Commander of
the Faithful?" asked Aboulhusn. "Thou," replied the eunuch and Aboulhusn said, "Thou liest, thousandfold catamite that thou art!" Then he turned
to another eunuch and said to him, "O my chief, (20) by the protection of God, am I Commander of the Faithful?" "Ay, by Allah, O my lord!"
answered he. "Thou in this time art Commander of the Faithful and Vicar of the Lord of the Worlds." Aboulhusn laughed at himself and
misdoubted of his reason and was perplexed at what he saw and said, "In one night I am become Khalif! Yesterday I was Aboulhusn the Wag, and
to-day I am Commander of the Faithful." Then the chief eunuch came up to him and said, "O Commander of the Faithful, (the name of God
encompass thee!) thou art indeed Commander of the Faithful and Vicar of the Lord of the Worlds!" And the slave-girls and eunuchs came round
about him, till he arose and abode wondering at his case..The company marvelled at this story with the utmost wonderment, and the eleventh
officer rose and said, 'I know a story yet rarer than this: but it happened not to myself..Noureddin fell to kissing his hand and calling down blessings
on him and said to him, "Know that I am a stranger in this your city and the completion of kindness is better than the beginning thereof; wherefore I
beseech thee of thy favour that thou complete to me thy good offices and kindness and bring me to the gate of the city. So will thy beneficence be
accomplished unto me and may God the Most High requite thee for me with good!" ["Fear not,"] answered Ahmed; "no harm shall betide thee. Go;
I will bear thee company till thou come to thy place of assurance." And he left him not till he brought him to the gate of the city and said to him, "O
youth, go in the safeguard of God and return not to the city; for, if they fall in with thee [again], they will make an end of thee." Noureddin kissed
his hand and going forth the city, gave not over walking till he came to a mosque that stood in one of the suburbs of Baghdad and entered therein
with the night..Daughters, The Two Kings and the Vizier's, iii. 145..Fair patience practise, for thereon still followeth content, iii. 116..? ? ? ? ? O
friends, the East wind waxes, the morning draweth near; A plaintive voice (114) bespeaks me and I rejoice to hear..Sindbad the Sailor, The Seventh
Voyage of, iii. 224..Then came forward the fourteenth officer and said, 'Know that the story I have to tell is pleasanter and more extraordinary than
this; and it is as follows..32. The Khalif Hisham and the Arab Youth dxxxiv.? ? ? ? ? Lo, since the day I left you, O my masters, Life is not sweet,
no aye my heart is light..All intercessions come and all alike do ill succeed, ii. 218..Now the king of the city was dead and had left no son, and the
townsfolk fell out concerning who should be king over them: and their sayings differed and their counsels, so that turmoil was like to betide
between them by reason of this. At last, after long dissension, they came to an accord and agreed to leave the choice to the late king's elephant and
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that he unto whom he consented should be king and that they would not contest the commandment with him. So they made oath of this and on the
morrow, they brought out the elephant and came forth to the utterward of the city; nor was there man or woman left in the place but was present at
that time. Then they adorned the elephant and setting up the throne on his back, gave him the crown in his trunk; and he went round about
examining the faces of the folk, but stopped not with any of them till he came to the banished king, the forlorn, the exile, him who had lost his
children and his wife, when he prostrated himself to him and placing the crown on his head, took him up and set him on his back..Then said the
Khalif to her, "I lie and my eunuch lieth, and thou liest and thy waiting-woman lieth; so methinks we were best go, all four of us together, that we
may see which of us telleth the truth." Quoth Mesrour, "Come, let us go, that I may put this ill-omened old woman to shame (37) and deal her a
sound drubbing for her lying." And she answered him, saying, "O dotard, is thy wit like unto my wit? Indeed, thy wit is as the hen's wit." Mesrour
was incensed at her words and would have laid violent hands on her, but the Lady Zubeideh warded him off from her and said to him, "Her
sooth-fastness will presently be distinguished from thy sooth-fastness and her leasing from thy leasing.".21. Kemerezzeman and Budour clxx.100.
The Lovers of the Benou Tai ccccx.? ? ? ? ? Ay, and the monks, for on the Day of Palms a fawn there was Among the servants of the church, a
loveling blithe and gay..20. Ali ben Bekkar and Shemsennehar cliii.? ? ? ? ? Mohammed, then, I do confess, God's chosen prophet is, And every
man requited is for that which he doth say..Then he re-entered the village and buying the prince a horse, mounted him thereon and they ceased not
going, till they came to the frontier of their own country, where there fell robbers upon them by the way and took all that was with them and
pinioned them; after which they cast them into a pit hard by the road and went away and left them to die there, and indeed they had cast many folk
into that pit and they had died..So saying, he spat in her face and went out from her; whilst Shah Khatoun made him no answer, knowing that, if she
spoke at that time, he would not credit her speech. Then she humbled herself in supplication to God the Most High and said, 'O God the Great,
Thou knowest the hidden things and the outward parts and the inward' If an advanced term (137) be [appointed] to me, let it not be deferred, and if
a deferred one, let it not be advanced!' On this wise she passed some days, whilst the king fell into perplexity and forswore meat and drink and
sleep and abode knowing not what he should do and saying [in himself], 'If I kill the eunuch and the youth, my soul will not be solaced, for they are
not to blame, seeing that she sent to fetch him, and my heart will not suffer me to slay them all three. But I will not be hasty in putting them to
death, for that I fear repentance.' Then he left them, so he might look into the affair..? ? ? ? ? Ne'er shall I them forget, nay, nor the day they
went.23. Er Reshid and the Woman of the Barmecides ccccxxxiv.? ? ? ? ? Ask mine eyes whether slumber hath lit on their lids since the hour of
your loss Or if aye on a lover they've looked. Nay, an ye believe not their tale,.O thou that questionest the lily of its scent, ii. 256..? ? ? ? ? a. The
King and his Vizier's Wife dcccclxxx.? ? ? ? ? All, all, for thy sweet sake, I left; ay, I forsook Aziz, my sire, and those akin to me that hight.?THE
KING'S SON WHO FELL IN LOVE WITH THE PICTURE..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ha. The Thief's Story dccccxxxviii.The prefect bade carry him to his
lodging; but one of those in attendance upon him, by name El Muradi, said to him, "What wilt thou do? This man is clad in rich clothes and on his
finger is a ring of gold, the beazel whereof is a ruby of great price; so we will carry him away and slay him and take that which is upon him of
raiment [and what not else] and bring it to thee; for that thou wilt not [often] see profit the like thereof, more by token that this fellow is a stranger
and there is none to enquire concerning him." Quoth the prefect, "This fellow is a thief and that which he saith is leasing." And Noureddin said,
"God forbid that I should be a thief!" But the prefect answered, "Thou liest." So they stripped him of his clothes and taking the ring from his finger,
beat him grievously, what while he cried out for succour, but none succoured him, and besought protection, but none protected him. Then said he to
them, "O folk, ye are quit of (12) that which ye have taken from me; but now restore me to my lodging." But they answered, saying, "Leave this
knavery, O cheat! Thine intent is to sue us for thy clothes on the morrow." "By Allah, the One, the Eternal," exclaimed he, "I will not sue any for
them!" But they said, "We can nowise do this." And the prefect bade them carry him to the Tigris and there slay him and cast him into the
river..N.B.-The Roman numerals denote the volume, the Arabic the page.43. Ibn es Semmak and Er Reshid dlxviii.? ? ? ? ? u. The Debauchee and
the Three-year-old Child dccccxcviii.91. The Schoolmaster who Fell in Love by Report ccccii.? ? ? ? ? You swore you'd be faithful to us and our
love, And true to your oath and your troth-plight were you;.One day, there came a ship and in it a merchant from their own country, who knew
them and rejoiced in them with an exceeding joy and clad them in goodly apparel. Moreover, he acquainted them with the manner of the treachery
that had been practised upon them and counselled them to return to their own land, they and he with whom they had made friends, (254) assuring
them that God the Most High would restore them to their former estate. So the king returned and the folk joined themselves to him and he fell upon
his brother and his vizier and took them and clapped them in prison..God knows I ne'er recalled thy memory to my thought, iii. 46..? ? ? ? ? Yet
thou repaidst me with constraint, rigour and perfidy, To which no lover might himself on any wise resign..?STORY OF THE WEAVER WHO
BECAME A PHYSICIAN BY HIS WIFE'S COMMANDMENT..29. Maan ben Zaideh and the three Girls dxxxii.O'er all the fragrant flowers that
be I have the pref'rence aye, ii. 235..Now over against the place in question was a host of enemies, hard of heart, and in this he purposed the youth's
slaughter. So he bade bring him forth of the underground dungeon and caused him draw near to him and saw his case. Then he bestowed on him a
dress of honour and the folk rejoiced in this. Moreover, he tied him an ensign (134) and giving him a numerous army, despatched him to the region
aforesaid, whither all who went were still slain or made prisoners. So Melik Shah betook himself thither with his army and when it was one of the
days, behold, the enemy fell in upon them in the night; whereupon some of his men fled and the rest the enemy took; and they took Melik Shah
also and cast him into an underground dungeon, with a company of his men. There he abode a whole year in evil plight, whilst his fellows mourned
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over his beauty and grace..? ? ? ? ? In glory's raiment clad, by thee the stars of heaven are shamed And in amaze the full moon stares to see thy
goodlihead..When it was the seventh day, the seventh vizier, whose name was Bihkemal, came in to the king and prostrating himself to him, said,
"O king, what doth thy long-suffering with this youth advantage thee? Indeed the folk talk of thee and of him. Why, then, dost thou postpone the
putting him to death?" The vizier's words aroused the king's anger and he bade bring the youth. So they brought him before him, shackled, and
Azadbekht said to him, "Out on thee! By Allah, after this day there abideth no deliverance for thee from my hand, for that thou hast outraged mine
honour, and there can be no forgiveness for thee.".? ? ? ? ? Favour or flout me, still my soul shall be Thy ransom, in contentment or despite..? ? ? ?
? The hands of noble folk do tend me publicly; With waters clear and sweet my thirsting tongue they ply..?THE FIFTH OFFICER'S STORY..? ? ?
? ? i. The Spider and the Wind dccccviii.When three nights had passed over her with their days of the second month, she despaired of him and her
tears dried not up. Then she resolved to take up her abode in the city and making choice of a dwelling, removed thither. The folk resorted to her
from all parts, to sit with her and hearken to her speech and witness her good breeding; nor was it but a little while ere the king of the city died and
the folk fell out concerning whom they should invest with the kingship after him, so that strife was like to betide between them. However, the men
of judgment and understanding and the folk of experience counselled them to make the youth king who had lost his brother, for that they doubted
not but Selma was a man. They all consented unto this and betaking themselves to Selma, proffered her the kingship. She refused, but they were
instant with her, till she consented, saying in herself, 'My sole desire in [accepting] the kingship is [to find] my brother.' Then they seated her on the
throne of the kingdom and set the crown on her head, whereupon she addressed herself to the business of administration and to the ordinance of the
affairs of the people; and they rejoiced in her with the utmost joy..Sabir (Abou), Story of, i. 90..Then he sat down again upon the throne of his
kingship, whilst the vizier stood before him, and they returned to their former estate, but they had nought of the [goods of the world]. So the king
said to his vizier, 'How shall we avail to abide in this city, and we in this state of poverty?' And he answered, 'Be at thine ease and have no concern.'
Then he singled out one of the soldiers (255) and said to him, 'Send us thy service (256) for the year.' Now there were in the city fifty thousand
subjects (257) and in the hamlets and villages a like number; and the vizier sent to each of these, saying, 'Let each of you get an egg and lay it
under a hen.' So they did this and it was neither burden nor grievance to them..105. Ali Noureddin and the Frank King's Daughter dcccxxxi.Then he
lighted him three candles and three lamps and spreading the drinking-cloth, brought clarified wine, limpid, old and fragrant, the scent whereof was
as that of virgin musk. He filled the first cup and saying, "O my boon-companion, by thy leave, be ceremony laid aside between us! I am thy slave;
may I not be afflicted with thy loss!" drank it off and filled a second cup, which he handed to the Khalif, with a reverence. His fashion pleased the
Khalif and the goodliness of his speech and he said in himself, "By Allah, I will assuredly requite him for this!" Then Aboulhusn filled the cup
again and handed it to the Khalif, reciting the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? I am content, for him I love, to all abide; So, who will, let him blame, and
who will, let him chide..When the king heard his viziers' words, he was exceeding wroth and bade bring the youth, and when he came in to the
king, the viziers all cried out with one voice, saying, "O scant o' grace, thinkest thou to save thyself from slaughter by craft and guile, that thou
beguilest the king with thy talk and hopest pardon for the like of this great crime which thou hast committed?" Then the king bade fetch the
headsman, so he might smite off his head; whereupon each of the viziers fell a-saying, "I will slay him;" and they sprang upon him. Quote the
youth, "O king, consider and ponder these men's eagerness. Is this of envy or no? They would fain make severance between thee and me, so there
may fall to them what they shall plunder, as aforetime." And the king said to him, "Consider their testimony against thee." "O king," answered the
young man, "how shall they testify of that which they saw not? This is but envy and rancour; and thou, if thou slay me, thou wilt regret me, and I
fear lest there betide thee of repentance that which betided Ilan Shah, by reason of the malice of his viziers." "And what is his story?" asked
Azadbekht. "O king," replied the youth,.Then he bade fetch the youth and when he was present before him, he prostrated himself to him and prayed
for him; whereupon quoth the king to him, "Out on thee! How long shall the folk upbraid me on thine account and blame me for delaying thy
slaughter? Even the people of my city blame me because of thee, so that I am grown a talking-stock among them, and indeed they come in to me
and upbraid me [and urge me] to put thee to death. How long shall I delay this? Indeed, this very day I mean to shed thy blood and rid the folk of
thy prate.".So the friend turned to the sharper and said to him, 'O my lord, O such an one, thou goest under a delusion. The purse is with me, for it
was with me that thou depositedst it, and this elder is innocent of it.' But the sharper answered him with impatience and impetuosity, saying,
'Extolled be the perfection of God! As for the purse that is with thee, O noble and trusty man, I know that it is in the warrant of God and my heart is
at ease concerning it, for that it is with thee as it were with me; but I began by demanding that which I deposited with this man, of my knowledge
that he coveteth the folk's good.' At this the friend was confounded and put to silence and returned not an answer; [and the] only [result of his
interference was that] each of them (52) paid a thousand dinars..96. Adi ben Zeid and the Princess Hind ccccv.? ? ? ? ? Woe's me for one who
burns for love and longing pain! Alas for the regrets my heart that rend and tear!.?OF CLEMENCY..? ? ? ? ? Wind of the East, if thou pass by the
land where my loved ones dwell, I pray, The fullest of greetings bear to them from me, their lover, and say."Know, O my lord," answered she, "that
I am a maiden oppressed of my father, for that he misspeaketh of me and saith to me, 'Thou art foul of favour and it befitteth not that thou wear rich
clothes; for thou and the slave-girls, ye are equal in rank, there is no distinguishing thee from them.' Now he is a rich man, having wealth galore,
[and saith not on this wise but] because he is a niggard and grudgeth the spending of a farthing; [wherefore he is loath to marry me,] lest he be put
to somewhat of charge in my marriage, albeit God the Most High hath been bountiful to him and he is a man puissant in his time and lacking
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nothing of the goods of the world." "Who is thy father," asked the young merchant, "and what is his condition?" And she replied, "He is the Chief
Cadi of the Supreme Court, under whose hand are all the Cadis who administer justice in this city.".As for the singer, when his [stay in the oven]
grew long upon him, he came forth therefrom, thinking that her husband had gone away. Then he went up to the roof and looking down, beheld his
friend the druggist; whereat he was sore concerned and said in himself, 'Alas, the disgrace of it! This is my friend the druggist, who dealt kindly
with me and wrought me fair and I have requited him with foul' And he feared to return to the druggist; so he went down and opened the first door
and would have gone out; but, when he came to the outer door, he found it locked and saw not the key. So he stole up again to the roof and cast
himself down into the [next] house. The people of the house heard him and hastened to him, deeming him a thief. Now the house in question
belonged to a Persian; so they laid hands on him and the master of the house began to beat him, saying to him, 'Thou art a thief.' 'Nay,' answered he,
'I am no thief, but a singing-man, a stranger. I heard your voices and came to sing to you.'.My flower a marvel on your heads doth show, ii. 254..I
am content, for him I love, to all abide, iii. 25..? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the Physician Douban iv.Therewith Nuzhet el Fuad rejoiced and said, "Indeed,
this is an excellent device." [Then Aboulhusn stretched himself out] forthright and she shut his eyes and tied his feet and covered him with the
kerchief and did what [else] her lord had bidden her; after which she rent her dress and uncovering her head, let down her hair and went in to the
Lady Zubeideh, crying out and weeping, When the princess saw her in this case, she said to her, "What plight is this [in which I see thee]? What is
thy story and what maketh thee weep?" And Nuzhet el Fuad answered, weeping and crying out the while, "O my lady, may thy head live and mayst
thou survive Aboulhusn el Khelia! For he is dead." The Lady Zubeideh mourned for him and said, "Alas for Aboulhusn el Khelia!" And she wept
for him awhile. Then she bade her treasuress give Nuzhet el Fuad a hundred dinars and a piece of silk and said to her, "O Nuzhet el Fuad, go, lay
him out and carry him forth.".The wife of the shopkeeper, to wit, the nurse, came out, with the rest of those who came out, to divert herself with
gazing upon the show, and when she saw El Abbas and beheld his beauty and the goodliness of his army and that which he had brought back with
him of herds and slaves and slave-girls and mamelukes, she improvised and recited the following verses:
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