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? ? ? ? ? q. The Shepherd and the Thief dccccxxi.Then she gave out among the folk that the king's father's brother's son was come and bade the
grandees and troops go forth to meet him. Moreover, she decorated the city in his honour and the drums of good tidings beat for him, whilst all the
king's household [went out to meet him and] dismounting before him, [escorted him to the city and] lodged him with the queen-mother in her
palace. Then she bade the chiefs of the state attend his assembly; so they presented themselves before him and saw of his breeding and
accomplishments that which amazed them and made them forget the breeding of those who had foregone him of the kings..When Tuhfeh heard
this, she gave a great cry, that the folk heard her and Kemeriyeh said, 'Relief is at hand.' Then she looked out to them and called to them, saying, 'O
daughters of mine uncle, I am a lonely maid, an exile from folk and country. So, for the love of God the Most High, repeat that song!' So
Kemeriyeh repeated it and Tuhfeh swooned away. When she came to herself, she said to Jemreh, 'By the virtue of the Apostle of God (whom may
He bless and preserve!) except thou suffer me go down to them and look on them and sit with them awhile, [I swear] I will cast myself down from
this palace, for that I am weary of my life and know that I am slain without recourse; wherefore I will slay myself, ere thou pass sentence upon me.'
And she was instant with her in asking..? ? ? ? ? O breeze of heaven, from me a charge I prithee take And do not thou betray the troth of my
despair;.? ? ? ? ? O friends, the tears flow ever, in mockery of my pain; My heart is sick for sev'rance and love-longing in vain..To return to the
king his father. When he went to the pit, as of his wont, and called the nurse, she returned him no answer, whereat his breast was straitened and he
let down a man who [found the nurse dead and the boy gone and] acquainted the king therewith; which when he heard, he buffeted his head and
wept passing sore and descended into the midst of the pit, so he might see how the case stood. There he found the nurse slain and the lion dead, but
saw not the boy; so he [returned and] acquainted the astrologers with the verification of their words, and they said, 'O king, the lion hath eaten him;
destiny hath been accomplished upon him and thou art delivered from his hand; for, had he been saved from the lion, by Allah, we had feared for
thee from him, for that the king's destruction should have been at his hand.' So the king left [sorrowing for] this and the days passed by and the
affair was forgotten.."O Shehrzad," quoth Shehriyar, "finish unto us the story that thy friend told thee, for that it resembleth the story of a king
whom I knew; but fain would I hear that which betided the people of this city and what they said of the affair of the king, so I may return from that
wherein I was." "With all my heart," answered Shehrzad. "Know, O august king and lord of just judgment and praiseworthy excellence and
exceeding prowess, that, when the folk heard that the king had put away from him his custom and returned from that which had been his wont, they
rejoiced in this with an exceeding joy and offered up prayers for him. Then they talked with one another of the cause of the slaughter of the girls,
and the wise said, 'They (162) are not all alike, nor are the fingers of the hand alike.'".Moreover, he gave her a complete suit of clothes and raising
his head to her, said, "When thou toldest me that which Mariyeh had done with thee, God rooted out the love of her from my heart, and never again
will she occur to my mind; so extolled be the perfection of Him who turneth hearts and eyes! It was she who was the cause of my coming out from
Yemen, and now the time is past for which I engaged with my people and I fear lest my father levy his troops and come forth in quest of me, for
that he hath no child other than myself and cannot brook to be parted from me; and on like wise is it with my mother." When the nurse heard his
words, she said to him, "O my lord, and which of the kings is thy father?" "My father is El Aziz, lord of Yemen and Nubia and the Islands (91) of
the Benou Kehtan and the Two Noble Sanctuaries (92) (God the Most High have them in His keeping!)," answered El Abbas; "and whenas he
taketh horse, there mount with him an hundred and twenty and four thousand horsemen, all smiters with the sword, let alone attendants and
servants and followers, all of whom give ear unto my word and obey my commandment." "Why, then, O my lord," asked the nurse, "didst thou
conceal the secret of thy rank and lineage and passedst thyself off for a wayfarer? Alas for our disgrace before thee by reason of our shortcoming in
rendering thee thy due! What shall be our excuse with thee, and thou of the sons of the kings?" But he rejoined, "By Allah, thou hast not fallen
short! Nay, it is incumbent on me to requite thee, what while I live, though I be far distant from thee.".Therewithal Queen Es Shuhba rejoiced and
all who were present rejoiced also and admired her speech and fell to kissing her; and when she had made an end of her song, Queen Kemeriyeh
said to her, 'O my sister, ere thou go to thy palace, I would fain bring thee to look upon El Anca, daughter of Behram Gour, whom El Anca,
daughter of the wind, carried off, and her beauty; for that there is not her match on the face of the earth.' And Queen Es Shuhba said, 'O Kemeriyeh,
I [also] have a mind to see her.' Quoth Kemeriyeh, 'I saw her three years agone; but my sister Wekhimeh seeth her at all times, for that she is near
unto her, and she saith that there is not in the world a fairer than she. Indeed, this Queen El Anca is become a byword for loveliness and proverbs
are made upon her beauty and grace' And Wekhimeh said, 'By the mighty inscription [on the seal-ring of Solomon], there is not her like in the
world!' Then said Queen Es Shuhba, 'If it needs must be and the affair is as ye say, I will take Tuhfeh and go with her [to El Anca], so she may see
her.'.He returned them the most gracious of answers and bade carry the Magian forth of the town and set him on a high scaffold that had been
builded for him there; and he said to the folk, 'Behold, I will torture him with all kinds of fashions of torment.' Then he fell to telling them that
which he had wrought of knavery with the daughter of his father's brother and what he had caused betide her of severance between her and her
husband and how he had required her of herself, but she had sought refuge against him with God (to whom belong might and majesty) and chose
rather humiliation than yield to his wishes, notwithstanding stress of torment; neither recked she aught of that which he lavished to her of wealth
and raiment and jewels..Now there was in the house a ram, with which the Persian used to butt, and when he saw what the woman did, he thought
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she would butt with him; so he broke his halter and running at her, butted her and broke her head. She fell on her back and cried out; whereupon the
Persian started up from sleep in haste and seeing the singing-girl [cast down on her back] and the singer with his yard on end, said to the latter, 'O
accursed one, doth not what thou hast already done suffice thee?' Then he beat him soundly and opening the door, put him out in the middle of the
night..Then they displayed Dinarzad in a second and a third and a fourth dress and she came forward, as she were the rising sun, and swayed
coquettishly to and fro; and indeed she was even as saith the poet of her in the following verses:.The king read the letter and said to Abou Temam,
"We will do what behoveth in the matter; but, O Abou Temam, needs must thou see my daughter and she thee, and needs must thou hear her
speech and she thine.' So saying, he sent him to the lodging of the princess, who had had notice of this; so that they had adorned her
sitting-chamber with the costliest that might be of utensils of gold and silver and the like, and she seated herself on a throne of gold, clad in the
most sumptuous of royal robes and ornaments. When Abou Temam entered, he bethought himself and said, 'The wise say, he who restraineth his
sight shall suffer no evil and he who guardeth his tongue shall hear nought of foul, and he who keepeth watch over his hand, it shall be prolonged
and not curtailed.' (121) So he entered and seating himself on the ground, [cast down his eyes and] covered his hands and feet with his dress. (122)
Quoth the king's daughter to him, 'Lift thy head, O Abou Temam, and look on me and speak with me.' But he spoke not neither raised his head, and
she continued, 'They sent thee but that thou mightest look on me and speak with me, and behold, thou speakest not at all. Take of these pearls that
be around thee and of these jewels and gold and silver. But he put not forth his hand unto aught, and when she saw that he paid no heed to
anything, she was angry and said, 'They have sent me a messenger, blind, dumb and deaf.'.Now this vizier had many enemies, who envied him his
high place and still sought to do him hurt, but found no way thereunto, and God, in His fore-knowledge and His fore-ordinance from time
immemorial, decreed that the king dreamt that the Vizier Er Rehwan gave him a fruit from off a tree and he ate it and died. So he awoke, affrighted
and troubled, and when the vizier had presented himself before him [and withdrawn] and the king was alone with those in whom he trusted, he
related to them his dream and they counselled him to send for the astrologers and interpreters [of dreams] and commended to him a sage, for whose
skill and wisdom they vouched. So the king sent for him and entreated him with honour and made him draw near to himself. Now there had been
private with the sage in question a company of the vizier's enemies, who besought him to slander the vizier to the king and counsel him to put him
to death, in consideration of that which they promised him of wealth galore; and he agreed with them of this and told the king that the vizier would
slay him in the course of the [ensuing] month and bade him hasten to put him to death, else would he surely slay him..? ? ? ? ? Whenas we saw the
cup, forthright we signed to past it round And sun and moon unto our eyes shone sparkling from it straight..Speedy Relief of God, Of the, i.
174..When in the sitting-chamber we for merry-making sate, iii. 135..? ? ? ? ? My friends have not accustomed me to rigour; for, of old, When I
forsook them, they to seek accord did not disdain..Quoth the king, "Belike, if I hear this story, I shall gain wisdom from it; so I will not hasten in
the slaying of this vizier, nor will I put him to death before the thirty days have expired." Then he gave him leave to withdraw, and he went away to
his own house..Now over against the place in question was a host of enemies, hard of heart, and in this he purposed the youth's slaughter. So he
bade bring him forth of the underground dungeon and caused him draw near to him and saw his case. Then he bestowed on him a dress of honour
and the folk rejoiced in this. Moreover, he tied him an ensign (134) and giving him a numerous army, despatched him to the region aforesaid,
whither all who went were still slain or made prisoners. So Melik Shah betook himself thither with his army and when it was one of the days,
behold, the enemy fell in upon them in the night; whereupon some of his men fled and the rest the enemy took; and they took Melik Shah also and
cast him into an underground dungeon, with a company of his men. There he abode a whole year in evil plight, whilst his fellows mourned over his
beauty and grace..?STORY OF THE HAWK AND THE LOCUST..?OF ENVY AND MALICE..? ? ? ? ? l. The Three Men and our Lord Jesus
dcccci.Now it was the night-season. So the soldiers carried him without the city, thinking to crucify him, when, behold, there came out upon them
thieves and fell in on them with swords and [other] weapons. Thereupon the guards left him whom they purposed to put to death [and took to
flight], whilst the man who was going to slaughter fled forth at a venture and plunging into the desert, knew not whither he went before he found
himself in a thicket and there came out upon him a lion of frightful aspect, which snatched him up and set him under him. Then he went up to a tree
and tearing it up by the roots, covered the man therewith and made off into the thicket, in quest of the lioness..Accordingly, he returned to the
burial-ground and gave not over going till he stood at the door of the sepulchre, when he heard El Merouzi say to his fellow, 'I will not give thee a
single dirhem of the money!' The other said the like and they were occupied with contention and mutual revilement and talk. So the thief returned
in haste to his fellows, who said, 'What is behind thee?' Quoth he, 'Get you gone and flee for your lives and save yourselves, O fools; for that much
people of the dead are come to life and between them are words and contention.' So the thieves fled, whilst the two sharpers retained to Er Razi's
house and made peace with one another and laid the thieves' purchase to the money they had gotten aforetime and lived a while of time. Nor, O
king of the age," added the vizier, "is this rarer or more marvellous than the story of the four sharpers with the money-changer and the ass.".? ? ? ?
? God to a tristful lover be light! A man of wit, Yet perishing for yearning and body-worn is he..Next morning, the old woman said to him, 'When
the lady cometh to thee, do thou arise and kiss her hand and say to her, "I am a strange man and indeed cold and hunger slay me;" so haply she may
give thee somewhat that thou mayst expend upon thy case.' And he answered, 'Hearkening and obedience.' Then she took him by the hand and
carrying him without her house, seated him at the door. As he sat, behold, the lady came up to him, whereupon the old woman rose to her and
Selim kissed her hand and offered up prayers for her. Then he looked on her and when he saw her, he knew her for his wife; so he cried out and
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wept and groaned and lamented; whereupon she came up to him and cast herself upon him; for indeed she knew him with all knowledge, even as
he knew her. So she laid hold of him and embraced him and called to her serving-men and attendants and those who were about her; and they took
him up and carried him forth of that place..? ? ? ? ? Sore, sore doth rigour me beset, its onslaughts bring me near Unto the straitness of the grave,
ere in the shroud I'm dight.
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